
Volatile Storage Room and Hazardous Waste Disposal Protocols 
 

Volatile Storage Room 
1. Before entering volatile rooms, you should have received WHMIS II  training and the Chemical 

Handling/Volatile Room training. Before entering, you should also have the proper attire 
(goggles, closed toed shoes, etc.) 

2. The volatile room is protected by a CO2 Fire Suppression System. Upon annunciation (audible 
bell and visible strobe light), vacate the room immediately. 20 seconds after annunciation has 
been initiated, CO2 will be discharged into the room.  

3. To minimize the risk of spillage, all substances which are in glass bottles must be transported in 
a safety container or on laboratory carts. If the cart does not have a barrier that is at least ½ the 
height of the bottle, the bottles must be transported in or out of the volatile storage room 
individually, using a bottle carrier. 

4. Dangerously Reactive Materials, Explosives and PCBs are not permitted in the Volatile Storage 
Room. Contact ext. 20770 to arrange a special disposal through approved waste disposal 
contractor. Pick up will be made at your location. 

5. Radioactive or Biohazard material must NOT be left in the Volatile Storage Room. Refer to 
separate procedures for disposal.  

 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 

1. Waste will NOT be accepted unless all procedures for packaging and labeling have been 
observed. All containers must be sealed.  

2.  Liquids stored in pails or bottles must have at least a one-inch of air space to allow for vapour 
expansion. 

3. Mercury in its glass equipment or thermometers must be protected from breakage before being 
allowed in the Volatile Storage Room. Place inside protective box or plastic bottles, seal and 
affix label on the outside of container. 

4. Flammable liquids must not be stored in plastic bottles since plastic is prone to static electricity. 
Use glass bottles or metal pails.  

5. Disposal of household waste is not permitted inside the Volatile Storage Room. Please use 
household waste receptacles.  

6. Hazardous waste generated by other than Faculty of Science & Engineering will be charged to 
faculty or researcher generating the waste. 

7. All waste containers, bottles, etc must have a hazardous waste label. The Hazardous Waste 
Label (see sample below) must have all fields completed.  Hazardous Waste Labels are 
available from Petrie or Farquharson Stores.  

HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL WASTE
 

CHEMICAL NAME:   50% ethanol with acetone, hexane, ether 
 

DEPT:  Chemistry   BUILDING:  Lumbers    ROOM: 422 
 

YOUR FULL NAME (PRINT): Brad Sheeller  
 

Extension:    20770   Research Supervisor:  Nick Cercone 
 

Remarks on Dangerous Properties 
 

Flammable?:   YES  NO  Volume:          4      L 
 

pH: ~ 6 DATE: April 4/08

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drop off of hazardous waste will be supervised by the FSE Health and Safety Manager.  
FSE has two approved locations meant for storage and disposal of hazardous wastes. 
Drop off of hazardous waste is to be carried out during the following schedule:  

 

Farquharson Bldg, Rm G105 Petrie Bldg, Rm 030H 

Tuesdays 11:00 to 12:00 p.m. Thursdays 11:00 to 12:00 p.m. 
 

If you have any questions, safety concerns, or an urgent waste disposal contact the Health & Safety 
Officer (HSO) at ext 20770. If it is an emergency situation, contact Security at ext 33333 or  
416-736-5333. 
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