
Lortie, 2012 Biol2050 

SC/BIOL 2050: Ecology.  4.0 Credits.  Fall Term, Session A.  EN.  2012. 
 
Objectives: 
This course is an introduction to the core principles of ecology.  The following objectives will be 
addressed through readings, lectures, discussions, and labs. 
1. To develop critical ecological thinking skills. 
2. To explore the ecological principles and concepts used in more advanced topics. 
3. To develop familiarity with hands-on ecological sampling techniques. 
 
 

Instructor: 
Dr. Christopher Lortie 
lortie@yorku.ca 
Ph: 416.736.2100 ext 20588 
 

Lab administrator: 
Laurent Lamarque 
lamarque@yorku.ca 

Prerequisites: 
SC/BIOL 1010 6.0 

Online resources: 
www.ecoyorku.org 
 

Office hours: 
(i) Available 1030-1130am W & F in LB 218. 
(ii) By appointment. 
 

Time & location: 
Lectures: MWF at 930a in LAS C. 
Labs: M-F at 230-530p in LB117-118. 
 
 

Important student information: 
Please see the following link for the academic honesty:  
http://www.yorku.ca/univsec/policies/document.php?document=69 
 

Specific policy on assignments: 
Late assignments will not be accepted without explicit a 
priori permission of the instructor. 
 

 
Structure: 
Each week a new topic will be developed in the lecture slots.  Generally, the meetings will be a mix of 
both lecture and discussion to ensure that the topic is mastered.  The textbook is fantastic so please read 
it.  This book is the major component of the lectures.  I want to encourage you to be present, processing, 
and working to understand the material all the time – not just at the end of the term.  My job is to facilitate 
your understanding of the readings and highlight the main points.  Show up, work hard, and there is a 
short test every fourth week instead of a final exam.  Each test is only on the material covered in that 
section.  The advantage of this is that you only have to focus on that set of topics (but of course the 
disadvantage is that I expect you to know it better).  I also want to give the students that are better at 
problem solving and creativity a chance to excel in this course.  The labs are thus a major proportion of 
the course evaluation.  In summary, this course is designed for all learning styles including listening, 
memorizing, reading, writing, and solving problems with real data. 
 
Readings: 
Ecology 2nd Edition by Cain et al. 2011.  I have ordered the cheapest version, loose-leaf, and it is 
available at the bookstore on Keele campus.  However, there is also an online version here: 
www.coursesmart.com/9780878934454 so that you can be paper-free.  The lab manual is available on 
the course website as a pdf for free. 
 
Evaluation: 
Term test #1.       15% 
Term test #2.       15% 
Term test #3.  .     20% 
 
Lab report.       30% 
Lab quiz #1.       10% 
Lab quiz #2.       10% 
 


