
 
 

 

F A C U L T Y  O F  S C I E N C E  

COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 

Notice of Meeting 
Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

at 3:00pm – 4:30pm 
306 Lumbers 

 
Agenda 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda 
2. Chair’s Remarks 
3. Minutes of September 9, 2014 meeting 
4. Business Arising 
5. Dean’s Report to Council 
6. Associate Deans’ and Bethune Master’s Remarks 
7. Reports from Science Representatives on Senate Committees 
8. Reports from Standing Committees of Council  

 
• Executive Committee 

 Executive Committee’s Vacancies Report on Senate and FSc Committees (item for 
action) 

 Revisions to the Rules of Council (item for action) 
• Committee on Research and Awards (item for information) 
• Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards (item for information) 
• Appeals Committee (item for information) 
• Petitions Committee (item for information) 

 
9. Inquiries and Communications 

 
9.1 Presentation on the Task Force on Sustainability,  by Jennifer Foster, Associate Professor & 

Urban Ecologies Certificate Coordinator and Chair of the Task Force 
 
9.2 Presentation on Update on the Teaching Commons, by Celia Popovic, Director & Yelin Su, 

Educational Developer, Teaching Commons 
 
9.3 Senate Synopsis: 606th  Meeting of Senate: September 25, 2014 
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F A C U L T Y  O F  S C I E N C E  

COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 
at 3:00pm – 4:30pm 

306 Lumbers 
 

Minutes 
 

Attendance: D. Hossain, D. Jackson, T. Kelly, T. K. R. Kirchner, R. G. Koniuk, P. Cribb, P.  Delaney, D. Hastie, T. Cuddy, T. 
Da Sylva, W. Taylor, J. Elwick, M. H. Armour, C. Bergevin, W. Booth, P. Dehghani, J. Dumitrescu, M. Caplan, S. 
R. Chamberlin, G. F. Audette, B. Stutchbury, K. R. Maltman, G. Lovoie, A. Mills, G. Yin, G. V. Tsoukanova, M. 
Hamadeh, T. Houman, P. Moroz, W. J. Whiteley, B. Woodley, L. T. Ber, A. Monette, R. Jayawardhana, D. 
Perez, R. Pulgain, A. Rafieian-Karpaei, S. Juris, R. G. Tsushima,  S. Siyakatshana (Assistant Secretary) 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda 
 
The Chair of Council, Dr. Alex Mills, called the meeting to 
order and the Agenda was adopted as presented.  
 

 
2. Chair’s Remarks 

A. Mills, welcomed all members to the first Council meeting 
of the 2014-2015 academic year.  
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He extended a special welcome to the new Dean of Science, 
Dr. Ray Jayawardhana who was attending Council for the 
first time. 

3. Minutes of April 8, 2014 meeting 
 
He noted that Council did not have a quorum at the May 
13th meeting. Consequently, the April meeting Minutes 
were not approved at that time. Accordingly, Council 
approved the Minutes of April 8, 2014. 
 

4. Business Arising 
 
There was no Business Arising. 
 

5. Dean’s Report to Council 
 
Dean Ray Jayawardhana expressed his pleasure on joining 
the Faculty of Science and went on to present his report to 
Council. He informed Council that the Program Information 
Forms were now available on the AAPR website and 
awaiting evaluation by the Task Force. 
 
He updated Council on the transition to the new SHARP 
budget model. He reminded Council that the budget model 
was activity based and revenue driven and each Faculty will 
be responsible for their own expenses. Furthermore, each 
Faculty will have to prioritize their initiatives. He noted that 
Science was a research intensive Faculty occupying 18% of 
university space.  
 
He added that there was a lot of discussion and concern 
about the declining student enrolment across the 
university.  

He expressed his gratitude to Trevor Cuddy and the SAS 
team for putting together a successful summer camp 
including the Helix project. This is an effective way of 
recruiting students to our campus and future plans are to 
grow the Helix project and increase the student number to 
about a thousand. 
 
Dean Jayawardhana also reported that our Faculty was 
currently exploring innovative ways to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary.  Attempts were being made to also include the 
public-at-large. At the kickoff of the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, Science will be featured prominently. 
 
He took a few questions about the budget and Council had 
some discussion on our university’s reputation and how it 
affected student enrolment. 
 

6. Associate Deans’ and Bethune Master’s Remarks 

Associate Dean, Robert Tsushima announced and 
introduced Daniel Bacinello, the new Research Officer, in 
the Office of the Dean. 

He also announced the appointment of Dr. S. Tulin, who 
joined the Department of Physics and Astronomy on August 
1st. 

Dr. Tsushima informed Council on the following prestigious 
awards that we received;  

• Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship - Dr. Alexander 
Stasheuski in the Department of Chemistry 
(supervisor - Prof. Sergey Krylov). 
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• Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship - Ms. 
Alexandra Terrana in the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy (supervisor - Prof. Matt 
Johnson).  

He re-emphasized to supervisors to keep an eye on the 
strong and highly qualified candidates and ensure that they 
submit their applications for grants within the internal 
deadline date. 

Dr. Tsushima added that the university had run a number of 
competition grants for the CIHR with multi-level application 
process.  

He reminded Council that the internal deadline for the 
NSERC discovery deadline is Monday, November 3, with an 
internal deadline of Thursday October 30th at noon.  

Lastly, he noted that there was an issue with the new online 
concur expense claim system as  access to concur by 
graduate students holding TA contracts was deactivated by 
Human Resources between end of August and sometime in 
September. Consequently, they were submitting a three 
month long field expense claim.  Council noted that Dr. 
Tsushima was working with Human Resources Finance to 
resolve this matter. He also reminded faculty on the 
approval process for expense claims. 

Associate Dean Cribb updated Council on the acceptances 
for Fall 2014. He noted that their target number was 1134 
but only 1045 had accepted. Registrants stood at less than 
1000 students. He also noted the changes per departments 
compared to last year. He cautioned Council that 
acceptances do not necessarily translate to registrants.  

He also provided an update on the 101 category applicants. 
There was little increase from last year, holding steady on 
the number of students with an average of above 85%. The 
concern was that we are not meeting the targets and that 
the numbers are a little below for student registrants 
compared to last year. 

He added that they were conducting a survey on all 
students who were offered admission and had indicated 
York as their first choice but did not come to York 
University. This information would enable us to know what 
reasons made them change their minds as well as what 
influences students to choose the university that they 
ultimately choose. He noted that so far they were currently 
getting a good response. 

With respect to retention and student success, he noted 
that teaching is a huge factor. He paid particular attention 
to teaching in order that we reduce course drops and 
maximize student retention. The Committee on Teaching 
and Learning was conducting a highly innovative teaching 
seminar in mid-October. Faculty members were all 
encouraged to attend in order to engage students and have 
them excel. 

As part of innovation and improving teaching strategies, the 
university is emphasizing growth in E-Learning and in 
experiential education. On behalf of COTL, last week he sent 
out a survey assessing teaching which is meant to establish 
a baseline of what we do now in terms of teaching 
techniques and approaches in the classroom. Professor 
Cribb encouraged full time and contract faculty to complete 
the survey. He also requested Chairs to encourage faculty 
within their departments to complete the survey.   
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Associate Dean Cribb is to circulate a report from the Task 
Force which constitutes what is Experiential Education, In-
class, Coop and Internship. 

Some faculty members expressed concern at the current 
anomalous grade rule which prohibits faculty from awarding 
A or A+ grades to more than 30% of their class. A discussion 
ensued, and the Associate Dean Cribb encouraged faculty to 
make their submissions to the Committee on Teaching and 
Learning as well as the Committee on Examinations and 
Academic Standards on the matter. 

7. Reports from Science Representative on Senate 
Committees 
 
Acting Master of Bethune, M. J. Hamadeh, provided a 
summary of programs scheduled to run into the summer. 
The programs targeted difficult courses encountered in first 
and second years in the departments of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Physics. The programs were run in 
collaboration with the faculty of Engineering and the Faculty 
of Health. He noted that 70% of the students belonged to 
the faculty of Science. 
 
He requested faculty to inform their students about these 
programs. He announced the following; 
 
 Meet the Professor session happening next week on 

September 11, at 2:30pm in BC203. Students and 
faculty were requested to register to attend on line. 

 
 Supplementary Instruction Session to be held on 

September 16th – they will be taken through a mock 
pass session. 

 

 Breakfast with the Master. Students, faculty and 
staff were all invited to attend. However, they had 
to register for the event on line. 

 
 Mobilise junior fellow of undergraduate students to 

become fellows of Bethune. They were requested 
to work five hours a year. Faculty were encouraged 
to attend. 

 
He informed Council that 82% of orientation had been done 
and make up orientation was being held on Thursday, 
September 11, at 5:00pm, refreshments will be provided. 
 
Strong programs have been established. He reiterated on 
the need for faculty to assist by publishing these events to 
their students in class. 

 
8. Reports from Standing Committees of Council  

Curriculum Committee (Consent Agenda items) 

The Consent Agenda item was deemed approved by 
Council. 

Executive Committee 
 
Executive Committee’s Vacancies Report on Senate and FSc 
Committees (item for action) 
 
The Chair of Council thanked all members of the Standing 
Committees for committing to serve on these Committees. 
 
Council unanimously carried a motion to rarify all 
nominations to the Standing Committees. 
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Revisions to the Rules of Council (item for information) 

Dr. Mills reminded Council that the revisions to the rules of 
Council were for information and would be voted on at the 
October meeting. 

Committee on Teaching and Learning (item for information) 
 

Council noted the report for information. 
 

Senate (T&P) Review Committee (item for information) 
 

Council noted the report for information. 
 

9. Inquiries and Communications 
 
9.1 Presentation on FSc Advancement by Tom 

McLagan, Senior Development Officer 
 

Tom McLagan updated Council on his portfolio 
including priorities. He encouraged faculty to reach 
out to him in order that he may match them with 
donors and assist them in building meaningful 
relationships. He also offered to assist them to write 
proposals, write and edit gift agreements, 
correspond with donors and act as a third party to 
handle the ‘money’ conversations in addition to all 
other related fund raising activities. 

 
9.2 Senate Synopsis: 
 

Council noted the Senate Synopsis for the meetings 
of May 22, 2014 and the meeting of June 26, 2014. 
 
 

10. Other Business 

There was no other business. 

 
 
 
 

Chair of Council, A. Mills 
 
Secretary of Council, T. Cuddy 
 
Assistant Secretary of Council, S. Siyakatshana 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
The Executive Committee moves the following nominations.  Additional nominations may be made 
from the floor of Council under Rule 25.  
 
1. According to the York University Secretariat based on the Senate Rules and Procedures 

governing the size and composition of Senate, the Faculty of Science shall have 9 members, 
including a minimum of two Chairs. According to The Rules of Council (Science), Faculty 
representation shall include the Director of Natural Science, three Department Chairs, and terms 
shall be for three years. 
 

 
Senate Representatives – continuing elected members 

 
Member Department Start 

Term End Term 

R. Jayawardhana Office of the Dean  Designated 

D. Golemi-Kotra Chemistry 2013 2016 
L. Packer Biology 2014 2017 
G. Monette  Maths and Stats  2015 
A. Kumarakrishnan  Physics & Astronomy  2015 

P. Delaney Natural Science/STS(Director)  Designated 
M. N. Yousaf Chemistry(Chair) 2013   2017 

J. Steprans Mathematics(Chair) 2013   2016 
William van Wijngaarden Physics and Astronomy 2014   2017 
S. Benchimol Biology (Chair) 2013   2017 

H.Tahmasebi Student Representative 2014 2015 
 L. Taylor Ber Student Representative 2014 2015 

 
 

Current FSC Representatives on Senate Committees: 
 
 

 
L. Donaldson  – Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee (APPRC, 2014-2016) 
 
P. Delaney – Senate Executive (must be a Senate Representative) 2013-2016 
 
M. Organ – Honourary Degrees and Ceremonials (2013-2016) 

  
 
 
Chair & Vice-Chair of Council (effective July 1st) 

 
Member Department Start 

Term End Term 

A. Mills, Chair Biology 2014 2015 

V.Tsoukanova, Vice-Chair (to be Chair in 2015-16) Chemistry 2014 2015 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 
 
2. TERMS OF OFFICE FOR COMMITTEES 
 

Rule 25. The following shall be the Standing Committees whose duties shall be defined by the Council 
from time to time. Ex officio members shall be non-voting. Chairs or their designates are 
departmental representatives on some Council committees such as the Science Curriculum 
Committee. In such cases, Chairs or their designates are not considered ex officio. Standing 
committees will report on at least a yearly basis to Council. 

Rule 33. Faculty members of Standing Committees shall serve for terms of three years and in each 
year one-third of the membership of each Standing Committee shall retire and be replaced by 
election from slates of names presented by the Executive Committee, possibly augmented by 
names from the floor.  Student members of the Standing Committees shall serve for terms of 
one year but may be re-elected in subsequent years. 

3. FSc 2014-15 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Executive Committee ( effective July 1st) 
 
Rule 34.  a) The Executive Committee shall be chaired by the Chair of Council and include the Vice-

Chair of Council, the Secretary of Council, and one member elected from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & Astronomy, and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, the Dean of the Faculty of Science (ex officio), one student member of 
Council, and one of the staff members elected to Council. 

 
The Executive Committee shall normally approve agendas prior to Council meetings and the 
processes by which matters of importance to the development of the Faculty will arrive on that 
agenda.  
 
The Committee will seek candidates to serve on Council and its sub committees when 
vacancies occur. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at Council.  The results of 
the nominations shall be effective the following July 1st, except for the Committee on 
Examinations and Academic Standards and the Petitions Committee, which shall have their 
membership changed effective October 1st. 

 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

J. Clark Biology 2013 2015 
M. Yousaf Chemistry 2013 2016 
G. Monettee Mathematics & Stats 2014 2017 
S. Jerzak Physics & Astronomy 2013 2016 
E. Hamm Natural Science/STS 2013 2016 
R. Jayawardhana Dean, ex officio  Designated 
A. Mills Chair of Council 2014 2015 
V.Tsoukanova Vice-Chair of Council 2014 2015 
T. Cuddy Secretary of Council  Designated 
M. Caplan Staff Member elected to Council 2014 2015 
A. Rafieian Student Representative of Council 2014  2015 

Chair: A. Mills 
Secretary: S. Siyakatshana 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 
Academic Policy and Planning Committee (effective July 1st) 

  
b) The Academic Policy and Planning Committee shall include the Dean or designate (ex officio), 

the Master of Norman Bethune College and one member elected from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & Astronomy, and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, one student member of Council, and one of the staff members elected 
to Council. 
 

The Academic Policy and Planning Committee examines, formulates, and reviews long-term and 
short-term academic planning as well as comprehensive policies for the Faculty, including degree 
and non-degree credit studies. 
 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

S. Benchimol Biology 2013 2016 
R. Fournier Chemistry 2013 2016 
J. Steprans Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2015 
P. Delaney Natural Science/STS 2013 2015 

  E.Hessels Physics & Astronomy 2014 2017 
M. J. Hamadeh Master of Bethune College  Designated 
R. Jayawardhana Dean(ex officio)  Designated 
W. Booth Staff Member elected to Council 2014 2015 
N. Simchovich Student Representative of Council 2013 2014 

Chair: VACANT 
Secretary: S. Siyakatshana 

 
 
 
Science Curriculum Committee – Continuing Elected Members: 

 
c) The Curriculum Committee shall include the Dean and an Associate Dean (ex officio), the Chair 

or nominee from each teaching Division or Department, three members elected by Council and 
two student members of Council. 

 
In discharging its functions, the Committee shall: 
 

(i) Review annually a summary of the notice of intentions filed by units in the Faculty of 
Science;  

(ii) Receive curricular submissions from departments and divisions for review, and 
recommendation to Council for approval or other appropriate action, concerning new 
course proposals, changes to existing courses, changes to program requirements and 
new programs;  

(iii) Forward proposals to Senate as appropriate;  
(iv) Encourage the development of innovative inter-disciplinary programs; 
(v) Collaborate with the Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards and the 

Committee on Teaching and Learning on issues of joint concern.  
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 

 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

VACANT Biology   2014 2017 
VACANT Physics & Astronomy 2013 2016 
S. Chamberlin Maths & Statistics 2014  
Other Members:    

Paula Wilson  
  Biology  

 2013 2016 

P. Potvin Chemistry 2013 2016 
M. Haslam Maths & Statistics 2014  
R. Bello Geography 2013  
R. Metcalfe Natural Science/STS 2013 2016 
C. Storry Physics & Astronomy 2013 2016 
R. Jayawardhana Dean, Ex officio  Designated 
P. Cribb Associate Dean, Ex officio  Designated 
I. Garbouz Student Representative of Council  2014 2015 
P. Moroz Student Representative of Council  2014 2015 
Chair: Peter Cribb 
Convener: Peter Cribb 

Secretary: J. Pearson 

 

Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards (effective Oct. 1st), Alternate member to   
be elected for each Unit 
 

d) The Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards shall consist of an Associate Dean 
(ex officio), five members elected by Council from each of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics & 
Statistics, Physics & Astronomy and Science and Technology Studies/Natural Science, and one 
student member of Council. 

In addition to the above membership of the committee, Council shall elect an alternate member 
from each of the Departments specified above.  The alternate member shall be the person 
polling the next highest number of votes to those elected to the committee from each 
Department.  The alternate for the student member will be selected by the Science Student 
Caucus from one of its Members at Large.  An alternate can only vote in the event that first 
elected members are not in attendance. 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 

Member Alternate Department Start 
Term 

End 
Term 

E. Rosanina VACANT Biology  2014 2016 
G. F. Audette VACANT Chemistry 2013 2016 
N. Purzitsky J. Grigull Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2016 
B. Quine N. Bartel Physics & Astronomy 2014 2017/2018 

 M. Armour P. Delaney Natural Science/STS 2013 2015 
P. Cribb n/a Associate Dean, ex officio  Designated 
D. Perez VACANT Student Representative of 2014 2015   Council 
 
Chairs: G. Audette 
Secretary: J. Pearson  

 
 
Petitions Committee - Continuing Elected Member (effective Oct. 1st) 
 

e) The Petitions Committee shall consist of an Associate Dean (ex officio), six members of 
Council, and two student members of Council. A quorum shall consist of either (a) three faculty 
members and one student member or (b) four faculty members.  

 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

P. Wilson Biology 2014 2017 
M. Scheid Biology   2014 2017 
J. Elwick Natural Science/STS 2013 2016 
A. Wong Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2015 

 M. Hemstead Chemistry   2013 2016 
B. Quine Physics & Astronomy   2014 2016 
P. Cribb Associate Dean, ex officio   Designated 
L. Taylor Ber Student Representative of Council 2014 2015 
J. Dumitrescu Student Representative of Council 2014 2015 

Co-Chairs: M. Hemstead  & J. Elwick  
Secretary: Cora Toner 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 
 
Appeals Committee 
 

f) The Appeals Committee for the purpose of hearing student appeals shall consist of four elected 
faculty members from Science units, an Associate Dean (ex officio) and two student members 
of Council.  A quorum shall consist of either (a) two faculty members and one student member 
or (b) three faculty members. 

 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

S. Menary(Fall), E. Hessels 
(Winter) Physics & Astronomy 2013 2016 

D. Ifa Chemistry 2013 2016 
D. Lungu Natural Science/STS 2013 2015 
S. Chamberlin Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2015 
R. Tshushima Associate Dean, ex officio  Designated 

R. Pulgarin Student Representative of 
Council 2014 2015 

M. Malhotra Student Representative of 
Council 2014 2015 

Chair: R. Tsushima 
Secretary: John Pearson 

 
    

Committee on Tenure and Promotions - elected tenured member, Alternate member to be 
elected for each Unit 

   
g) The Committee on Tenure and Promotions shall consist of one currently tenured member from 

each of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & Astronomy and Science and 
Technology Studies/Natural Science elected by Council, and one student member of Council. 
No member of the Committee shall be a member of another Tenure and Promotions Committee 
at any time during their tenure on this committee. 

 
In addition to the above membership of the committee, Council shall elect an alternate member 
from each of the Units mandated above. The alternate member shall be the person polling the 
next highest number of votes to those elected to the committee from each Department.  The 
alternate for the student member shall be selected by the Science Student Caucus from one of 
its Members-at-Large on an annual basis. An alternate can only vote in the event that existing 
members are not in attendance. 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 
 

Member Alternate Department Start 
Term 

End 
Term 

M. Bayfield G. Zoidl Biology 2014 2017 
D. Golemi-Kotra P.G. Potvin Chemistry 2013 2016 
A. Chan VACANT Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2015 
E. Jones-Imhotep None Natural Science/STS 2013 2016 
T. Kirchner  P. Hall Physics & Astronomy 2014/201

3 
2017/20
16 

H. Tahmasebi D.Perez Student Representative of 
Council 2014 2015 

Chair: E. J. Janse Van Rensburg 
Secretary: S. Siyakatshana 
 
S. Watson is on Sabbatical 2014-15 

  
 

Committee on Research and Awards - elected by Council 
 

h) The Committee on Research and Awards shall consist of one member elected by Council from 
each of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Statistics, Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, and Physics and Astronomy, one student member of Council and an 
Associate Dean (ex officio) who will serve as the Chair.  

It is the mandate of the Committee to make recommendations and provide advice to Council on 
policy matters related to research.  In addition, the Committee’s functions and responsibilities 
include:  
 

(i) To adjudicate the following faculty competitions/programs: 
• Junior Faculty Fund 
• Minor Research Grant 
• Specific Research Grants (leave and non-leave) 

(ii) To adjudicate NSERC’s Undergraduate Student Research Awards. 
(iii) To provide advice to the Dean and individual departments on faculty research-related 

awards, particularly prestigious awards. 
(iv) To inform all units of their responsibilities to comply with the Senate’s ethics-related 

policies 
(v) To liaise with the Science Librarians on matters related to Library collections and 

services 
 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

A. Stutchbury Biology 2014 2017 
J. Chen Chemistry 2013 2015 
Y. Gao Mathematics & Statistics 2013 2016 
C. Bergevin Physics & Astronomy 2013 2015 
R. Metcalfe Natural Science /STS 2013 2015 
R. Tsushima Associate Dean, ex officio  Designated 
B. Woodley Student Representative of Council 2014 2015 
Chair: R. Tsushima 

Secretary: Vacant 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 

Committees 
 

 
Committee on Teaching and Learning 

 
i) Currently, the Committee on Teaching and Learning shall consist of five faculty members, the 

Associate Dean – Students, one Librarian, one staff member, one undergraduate student, and 
one graduate student, in addition to other members invited as provided for by the 
Rules.  Proposed changes to the Rules of Council provide that the said committee shall consist 
of a minimum of two Faculty members from each department, the Associate Dean – Students, 
one Librarian, one staff member, one undergraduate student, and two graduate students, in 
addition to other members invited as provided for by the Rules.  Graduate students and staff 
nominees will indicate their interest in serving on the committee in writing to the committee, who 
will then approve by majority vote. 
 
It is the mandate of the Committee on Teaching and Learning to enhance the quality of the 
student learning experience by providing leadership in promoting and recognizing educational 
excellence in science and fostering a rich and vibrant teaching and learning community.  
 

 
Chair: J. D. Clark 
Secretary: None  
 
T. Kelly is on Sabbatical from July 2014 – June 2015 but will 
return  to Committee in 2015-2016. 
 

4. CHAIRSHIP OF COMMITTEES 
 

Except where the Rules of the Council specifically provide, all Committees of the Council select their 
own Chair.  The Chair normally holds office for a one-year period, commencing from the date on 
which the committee memberships change.  (See Rule 27) 

Member Department Start 
Term End Term 

B. Bucking Biology (elected) 2014 2017 
Derek Jackson Chemistry (elected) 2013 2016 
VACANT Physics & Astronomy (elected) 2013 2015 
X. Gao Mathematics & Statistics (elected) 2014 2017 
R. Metcalfe   Natural Science/STS (elected) 2014 

 
2015 

I.K. Maimets (Librarian) Stacie Science & Engineering Library  Designated 
P. Cribb Associate Dean, ex officio  Designated 
VACANT Graduate Student 2014 2015 
O. Girina Teaching Staff  Representative 2014 2015 
Y. Su Teaching Commons Representative 2014 2015 
J. Clark Biology 2014  2017 
C. Bergevin Physics & Astronomy 2014  2015 
D. Lungu Natural Science/STS 2014  2015 
S. Chamberlin Mathematics & Statistics 2014  2015 
P. Dehghani Undergraduate Student Representative 2014  2015 
VACANT Graduate Student  2014  2015 
D. Bazely Biology 2014  2015 
D. Keramidas Information Technology Representative 2014  2015 
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Change Original Proposed Comments  

X York University 
FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 
New Rules of Faculty Council 

York University 
FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 
Rules of Faculty Council 

Rules are no longer new.  

 1) The Council shall elect, at the time of its annual 
elections, a Vice-Chair of Council to take office on 
the following July 1st.  The Vice-Chair shall serve 
as Chair in the year following the term as Vice-
Chair. 

1) The Council shall elect, at the time of its annual 
elections, a Vice-Chair of Council to take office on 
the following July 1st.  The Vice-Chair shall serve 
as Chair in the year following the term as Vice-
Chair. 

  

 2) The following may attend and participate in all 
meetings of Council and shall have the right to 
vote: 

2) The following may attend and participate in all 
meetings of Council and shall have the right to 
vote: 

  

X a) All faculty members with teaching 
appointments in the Faculty of  Science, the 
Master of Norman Bethune College and 
faculty members in the Department of 
Geography who indicate their intentions to 
become members each academic year before 
the second regular meeting of the Council; 

a) All faculty members with teaching 
appointments in the Faculty of Science; 

b) The Master of Norman Bethune College;  
c) Faculty members in the Department of 

Geography who indicate their intentions to 
become members each academic year before 
the second regular meeting of the Council; 

Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.   

X b) Three members of the Faculty of Science 
support staff, elected annually by the support 
staff; 

d) Three members of the Faculty of Science 
support staff, elected annually by the support 
staff; 

Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.  

X c) Twelve student members registered in the 
Faculty of Science, elected annually by the 
students in the Faculty of Science. 

e) Twelve student members registered in the 
Faculty of Science, elected annually by the 
students in the Faculty of Science; 

Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.   

X d) The Director of Libraries or designate; the 
Science Librarian; 

f) The Director of Student and Academic 
Services, Faculty of Science;  

g) The Science Librarian; 
h) The Director of Libraries or designate (ex 

officio); 

Director of Student & Academic Services added.  
 
Director of Libraries made ex officio.  
 
Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.  
 

 

X e) The Chair of the Senate (ex officio) and the 
Secretary of the Senate (ex officio); 

i) The Chair of the Senate (ex officio); 
j)  Secretary of the Senate (ex officio); 

Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.   

X f) The President of the University, (ex officio) 
and the Vice-President Academic and Provost 
(ex officio). 

k) The President of the University, (ex officio);  
l) The Vice-President Academic and Provost (ex 

officio). 

Bulleting modified. Punctuation consistency.  
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Change Original Proposed Comments  

X g) The Council may issue invitations for either 
the full academic year, or for a particular 
meeting, to individuals who are not members 
of the Council; such individuals shall be 
entitled to participate in the meeting of the 
Council to which they have been invited but 
shall not have the right to vote. 

3) The Council may issue invitations for either the 
full academic year, or for a particular meeting, to 
individuals who are not members of the Council; 
such individuals shall be entitled to participate in 
the meeting of the Council to which they have 
been invited but shall not have the right to vote. 

This clause does not belong under Rule 2. As 
the individuals no not have a right to attend, 
nor do they have a right to vote.  

 

X 3) All members of the Faculty of York University and 
all students enrolled in courses offered by the 
Faculty of Science shall have the right to attend 
Council meetings and shall not have the right to 
vote. 

4) All members of the Faculty of York University, and 
all students enrolled in courses offered by the 
Faculty of Science, shall have the right to attend 
Council meetings but shall not have the right to 
vote. 

Punctuation and word change.  

 4) The Secretary of the Council shall be the Director 
of Student and Academic Services, and the 
Assistant Secretary of the Council shall be 
appointed by the Dean of the Faculty. 

5) The Secretary of the Council shall be the Director 
of Student and Academic Services, and the 
Assistant Secretary of the Council shall be 
appointed by the Dean of the Faculty. 

  

 5) The duties of the Secretary shall be to take 
charge of the records and papers of the Council; 
to keep the same properly arranged for 
convenient reference; to be responsible for 
keeping minutes of the proceedings of all Council 
meetings and shall prepare and countersign all 
official Council documents. 

6) The duties of the Secretary shall be to take charge 
of the records and papers of the Council; to keep 
the same properly arranged for convenient 
reference; to be responsible for keeping minutes 
of the proceedings of all Council meetings and 
shall prepare and countersign all official Council 
documents. 

  

 6) Monthly meetings shall be held from the 
September inaugural meeting to May, inclusive, 
unless otherwise ordered by special motion or by 
the Executive Committee. 

7) Monthly meetings shall be held from the 
September inaugural meeting to May, inclusive, 
unless otherwise ordered by special motion or by 
the Executive Committee. 

  

 7) Following the last meeting of Council (usually 
May unless otherwise decided by Council), and 
until the first regular meeting of Council in the 
Fall, the Executive Committee of Council shall 
possess and may exercise any or all of the 
powers, authorities and discretions vested in or 
exercisable by the Council with the 
understanding that the Executive Committee 
shall report to Council upon any actions taken 
under this authority at its first regular meeting. 

8) Following the last meeting of Council (usually 
May unless otherwise decided by Council), and 
until the first regular meeting of Council in the 
Fall, the Executive Committee of Council shall 
possess and may exercise any or all of the 
powers, authorities and discretions vested in or 
exercisable by the Council with the understanding 
that the Executive Committee shall report to 
Council upon any actions taken under this 
authority at its first regular meeting. 
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 8) A special meeting may, and on requisition of not 
fewer than thirteen members shall, at any time, 
be called by the Chair, with not less than twenty-
four hours' notice, for the transaction of such 
business only as may be specified in the 
notification of such meetings. 

9) A special meeting may, and on requisition of not 
fewer than thirteen members shall, at any time, 
be called by the Chair, with not less than twenty-
four hours' notice, for the transaction of such 
business only as may be specified in the 
notification of such meetings. 

  

 9) At all regular or special meetings, twenty voting 
members of the Council shall form a quorum. 

10) At all regular or special meetings, twenty voting 
members of the Council shall form a quorum. 

  

 10) The Chair of each meeting shall conduct the 
proceedings in conformity with the rules and 
procedures enacted by the Council and in all 
cases not so provided for, the practice of the 
House of Commons shall govern. 

11) The Chair of each meeting shall conduct the 
proceedings in conformity with the rules and 
procedures enacted by the Council and in all 
cases not so provided for, the practice of the 
House of Commons shall govern. 

  

 11) Monthly meetings of the Council shall be called 
and not normally proceed for longer than 90 
minutes unless two-thirds of the members 
present and voting agree to continue with the 
business of the meeting. 

12) Monthly meetings of the Council shall be called 
and not normally proceed for longer than 90 
minutes unless two-thirds of the members 
present and voting agree to continue with the 
business of the meeting. 

  

 12) Any member desiring to speak during a meeting 
shall address the Chair. 

13) Any member desiring to speak during a meeting 
shall address the Chair. 

  

 13) Originally, no member shall speak more than 
once (and then not longer than ten minutes 
unless permitted by the Council) to the same 
question, except the mover, who shall have the 
right of replying after all members choosing to 
speak have spoken.  A member may, at any time, 
with the permission of the Chair, explain a 
material part of their speech which may have 
been misunderstood. 

14) Originally, no member shall speak more than 
once (and then not longer than ten minutes 
unless permitted by the Council) to the same 
question, except the mover, who shall have the 
right of replying after all members choosing to 
speak have spoken.  A member may, at any time, 
with the permission of the Chair, explain a 
material part of their speech which may have 
been misunderstood. 

  

 14) The Chair may take part in a debate on any 
subject, but before doing so shall leave the 
Chair's position and appoint the Vice-Chair or 
some other member to occupy it until the Chair 
has spoken. 

15) The Chair may take part in a debate on any 
subject, but before doing so shall leave the Chair's 
position and appoint the Vice-Chair or some other 
member to occupy it until the Chair has spoken. 

  

 15) No member shall speak to a question after it has 
been put by the Chair. 

16) No member shall speak to a question after it has 
been put by the Chair. 

  

 16) All questions which come before the Council shall 
be decided by a majority of the members present 
but, in the case of an equality of votes, the 
motion shall be deemed to be negative. 

17) All questions which come before the Council shall 
be decided by a majority of the members present 
but, in the case of an equality of votes, the 
motion shall be deemed to be negative. 
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 17) On any question, all members of Council shall 
have only one vote. 

18) On any question, all members of Council shall 
have only one vote. 

  

X 18) The Chair shall declare the results of every vote 
and, on any question except the motion to 
adjourn the Council or a debate, any member 
may require the yeas and nays to be recorded. 

19) The Chair shall declare the results of every vote 
and, on any question except the motion to 
adjourn the Council or a debate, any member 
may require the number of yeas and nays to be 
recorded. 

Clarification that it is the number of yeas and 
nays recorded, not the individual names of 
members.  

 

X 19) All motions, except those for adjournment of the 
Council or a debate, shall be put in writing and 
recorded, before being debated or put from the 
chair.  No motion introducing new matters other 
than matters of privilege or petition shall be 
taken into consideration at any regular meeting 
of the Council, except upon a two-thirds vote of 
the regular members present, unless notice in 
writing has previously been given to the 
Secretary for circulation with the notice of 
meeting. 

20) All motions, except those for adjournment of the 
Council or a debate, shall be put in writing and 
recorded, before being debated or put from the 
chair.  No motion introducing new matters other 
than matters of privilege or petition shall be 
taken into consideration at any regular meeting 
of the Council, except upon a two-thirds vote of 
the voting members present, unless notice in 
writing has previously been given to the Secretary 
for circulation with the notice of meeting. 

This is the first usage of the term “regular 
member”. Replaced by “voting members”  

 

 20) When a motion has been made and recorded, it 
shall be disposed of unless the mover, with the 
consent of the Council, withdraws it or allows it 
to stand over. 

21) When a motion has been made and recorded, it 
shall be disposed of unless the mover, with the 
consent of the Council, withdraws it or allows it 
to stand over. 

  

 21) When a question is under debate, no motion 
shall be received by the Chair except for one of 
the following purposes: 

22) When a question is under debate, no motion shall 
be received by the Chair except for one of the 
following purposes: 

  

X a) to adjourn the Council a) to adjourn the Council; Punctuation change.   

X b) to adjourn the debate b) to adjourn the debate; Punctuation change.  

X c) to put the question c) to put the question; Punctuation change.  

X d) to refer the matter to an appropriate 
committee 

d) to refer the matter to an appropriate 
committee; 

Punctuation change.  

X e) to amend e) to amend. Punctuation change.  

X 22) The motion to adjourn the Council or a debate 
shall always be in order, but no member may 
speak to such a motion for more than five 
minutes. 

23) A motion to adjourn the Council or a debate shall 
always be in order, but no member may speak to 
such a motion for more than five minutes. 

Word change from “the” to “a”  
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 23) A motion to refer a question to an appropriate 
committee shall, unless it is defeated, preclude 
all amendments to the main question. 

24) A motion to refer a question to an appropriate 
committee shall, unless it is defeated, preclude all 
amendments to the main question. 

  

 24) The following order of business shall be observed 
by the Chair in bringing matters before the 
Council at all regular meetings, and no variation 
from this order shall be allowed, except by a two-
thirds vote of the members present, which shall 
be taken without debate: 

25) The following order of business shall be observed 
by the Chair in bringing matters before the 
Council at all regular meetings, and no variation 
from this order shall be allowed, except by a two-
thirds vote of the members present, which shall 
be taken without debate: 

  

X a) Reading and disposing of the minutes of the 
last meeting and of all intervening special 
meetings; 

a) Approval of Agenda. The notice of meeting 
may identify items to be dealt with by 
consent.  A consent agenda item is deemed 
to be approved unless, prior to the consent 
agenda item being reached, at least one 
Councillor advises the Chair of a request to 
debate it. 

Addition of approval of agenda and moved 
content agenda text from item g) 

 

X b) Business arising out of the minutes; b) Reading and disposing of the minutes of the 
last meeting and of all intervening special 
meetings; 

Renumbering  

X c) Inquiries; c) Business arising out of the minutes; Renumbering   

X d) Reading and disposing of communications, to 
be disposed of as read; 

d) Inquiries and reading and disposing of 
communications, to be disposed of as read; 

Combined C and D from old rules   

X e) Consent Agenda items; e) Reading and disposing of reports of standing 
committees and special committees, to be 
disposed of as received; 

Removal of Consent Agenda Items & 
Renumbering  

 

X f) Reading and disposing of reports of standing 
committees and special committees, to be 
disposed of as received; 

f) New business. Removed sentences after New Business to a) 
Approval of Agenda 

 

 g) New business. The notice of meeting may 
identify items to be dealt with by consent.  A 
consent agenda item is deemed to be 
approved unless, prior to the consent agenda 
item being reached, at least one Councillor 
advises the Chair of a request to debate it. 
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X 25) The following shall be the Standing Committees 
whose duties shall be defined by the Council 
from time to time. Ex officio members shall be 
non-voting. Chairs or their designates are 
departmental representatives on some Council 
committees such as the Science Curriculum 
Committee. In such cases, Chairs or their 
designates are not considered ex officio. Standing 
committees will report on at least a yearly basis 
to Council. 

26) The following shall be the Standing Committees 
of Council, whose duties are defined in the Rules 
of Council and may be revised by a vote of 
Council. Ex officio members shall be non-voting. 
Chairs or their designates serve as departmental 
representatives on some Council committees, 
such as the Science Curriculum Committee. In 
such cases, Chairs or their designates are not 
considered ex officio, and have full voting rights. 
Standing committees will report on at least a 
yearly basis to Council. 

Replaced first sentence for clarity.  
 
Minor textual changes. 
 
Added voting rights clarity for Chairs or 
designates. 

 

 a) Executive Committee a) Executive Committee   

 b) Academic Policy and Planning Committee b) Academic Policy and Planning Committee   

 c) Curriculum Committee c) Curriculum Committee   

 d) Committee on Examinations and Academic 
Standards 

d) Committee on Examinations and Academic 
Standards 

  

 e) Petitions Committee e) Petitions Committee   

 f) Appeals Committee f) Appeals Committee   

 g) Committee on Tenure and Promotions g) Committee on Tenure and Promotions   

 h) Committee on Research and Awards h) Committee on Research and Awards   

 i) Committee on Teaching and Learning i) Committee on Teaching and Learning   

 26) Student members of the Standing Committees 
and Senate shall be elected annually by the 
Science Student Caucus from among the student 
members of the Faculty Council. 

27) Student members of the Standing Committees 
and Senate shall be elected annually by the 
Science Student Caucus from among the student 
members of the Faculty Council. 

  

 27) The Chair of Faculty Council shall be Chair of the 
Executive Committee.  Other Standing 
Committees shall elect their own Chair. The 
President, the Chair of Council and the Dean shall 
be members ex officio of all Standing 
Committees. 

28) The Chair of Faculty Council shall be Chair of the 
Executive Committee.  Other Standing 
Committees shall elect their own Chair. The 
President, the Chair of Council and the Dean shall 
be members ex officio of all Standing 
Committees. 

  

X 28) The quorum of any committee shall consist of the 
majority of its members except where otherwise 
defined in Rule 33. 

29) The quorum of any committee shall consist of the 
majority of its voting members.  

Rule 33 does not have apply. Have clarified only 
voting members count towards quorum.  
 

 

 29) Any member of the Council shall have the right to 
be present at, but shall not take part in, any 
meeting of any Standing Committee with the 
following exceptions: 

30) Any member of the Council shall have the right to 
be present at, but shall not take part in, any 
meeting of any Standing Committee with the 
following exceptions: 
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X a) Meetings of Council or its committees which 
the Executive shall designate as dealing with 
confidential information on student grades or 
marks shall not be open to students. 

a) Meetings of committees which the Executive 
shall designate as dealing with confidential 
information on student grades or marks shall 
not be open to students who are not 
members of the committee.  

Changed “meetings of Council or its 
committees” to “meetings of committees”; 
such information is not brought to Council. 
Clarified that the meetings are closed to 
students who are not members of the 
committee.  

 

 b) Meetings of the Tenure and Promotions 
Committee in which individual cases are 
discussed shall be held in camera and shall be 
completely confidential. 

b) Meetings of the Tenure and Promotions 
Committee in which individual cases are 
discussed shall be held in camera and shall be 
completely confidential. 

  

 c) Meetings of the Petitions Committee and of 
the Appeals Committee shall be held in 
camera. 

c) Meetings of the Petitions Committee and of 
the Appeals Committee shall be held in 
camera. 

  

 d) Any Committee of Council may, when 
discussing confidential matters, declare a 
meeting, or part thereof, to be held in 
camera by a vote of two thirds of the voting 
members present. 

d) Any Committee of Council may, when 
discussing confidential matters, declare a 
meeting, or part thereof, to be held in camera 
by a vote of two thirds of the voting members 
present. 

  

 30) Vacancies occurring in a Standing Committee 
may be filled at any regular meeting of the 
Council. 

31) Vacancies occurring in a Standing Committee may 
be filled at any regular meeting of the Council. 

  

X 31) No proposal to amend any of the foregoing rules 
and procedures shall be considered except at a 
regular meeting, and unless notice of the 
proposed change has been given. 

32) No proposal to amend any of the rules and 
procedures shall be considered except at a 
regular meeting, and unless notice of the 
proposed change has been given. 

Removed the word foregoing  

X 32) None of the foregoing rules shall be suspended at 
any meeting of the Council except by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present. 

33) None of the rules shall be suspended at any 
meeting of the Council except by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present. 

Removed the word foregoing  

 33) Faculty members of Standing Committees shall 
serve for terms of three years and in each year 
one-third of the membership of each Standing 
Committee shall retire and be replaced by 
election from slates of names presented by the 
Executive Committee, possibly augmented by 
names from the floor.  Student members of the 
Standing Committees shall serve for terms of one 
year but may be re-elected in subsequent years. 

34) Faculty members of Standing Committees shall 
serve for terms of three years and in each year 
one-third of the membership of each Standing 
Committee shall retire and be replaced by 
election from slates of names presented by the 
Executive Committee, possibly augmented by 
names from the floor.  Student members of the 
Standing Committees shall serve for terms of one 
year but may be re-elected in subsequent years. 

  

 34)  35)    
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X a) The Executive Committee shall be chaired by 
the Chair of Council and include the Vice-
Chair of Council, the Secretary of Council, and 
one member elected from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics 
& Astronomy, and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, the Dean of the 
Faculty of Science (ex officio), one student 
member of Council, and one of the staff 
members elected to Council. 
 
The Executive Committee shall normally 
approve agendas prior to Council meetings 
and the processes by which matters of 
importance to the development of the 
Faculty will arrive on that agenda. 
 
The Committee will seek candidates to serve 
on Council and its sub committees when 
vacancies occur. Additional nominations may 
be made from the floor at Council.  The 
results of the nominations shall be effective 
the following July 1st, except for the 
Committee on Examinations and Academic 
Standards and the Petitions Committee, 
which shall have their membership changed 
effective October 1st. 

a) The Executive Committee shall be chaired by 
the Chair of Council and include the Vice-
Chair of Council, the Secretary of Council, and 
one member elected from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics 
& Astronomy, and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, one student 
member of Council, and one of the staff 
members elected to Council, and the Dean of 
the Faculty of Science (ex officio). 
 
The Executive Committee shall normally 
approve agendas prior to Council meetings 
and the processes by which matters of 
importance to the development of the 
Faculty will arrive on that agenda. 
 
The Executive Committee will seek candidates 
to serve on the Standing Committees of 
Council when vacancies occur. Additional 
nominations may be made from the floor at 
Council.  The results of the election shall be 
effective the following July 1, except for the 
Committee on Examinations and Academic 
Standards and the Petitions Committee, 
which shall have their membership changed 
effective October 1. 

Change of formatting to list the ex officio 
members last.  
 
Note there are no “sub committees” of council, 
only Standing Committees. 
 
Replaced nominations with election.  
 
Removal of “st”.  
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 b) The Academic Policy and Planning Committee 
shall include the Dean or designate (ex 
officio), the Master of Norman Bethune 
College and one member elected from each 
of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics & 
Statistics, Physics & Astronomy, and Science 
and Technology Studies/Natural Science, one 
student member of Council, and one of the 
staff members elected to Council. 
 
The Academic Policy and Planning Committee 
examines, formulates, and reviews long-term 
and short-term academic planning as well as 
comprehensive policies for the Faculty, 
including degree and non-degree credit 
studies. 
 
In discharging its functions the Committee 
shall: 

b) The Academic Policy and Planning Committee 
shall include the Dean or designate (ex 
officio), the Master of Norman Bethune 
College and one member elected from each 
of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics & 
Statistics, Physics & Astronomy, and Science 
and Technology Studies/Natural Science, one 
student member of Council, and one of the 
staff members elected to Council. 
 
The Academic Policy and Planning Committee 
examines, formulates, and reviews long-term 
and short-term academic planning as well as 
comprehensive policies for the Faculty, 
including degree and non-degree credit 
studies. 
 
In discharging its functions the Committee 
shall: 

  

 i) In tandem with the Dean and in close 
consultation with Departments and 
Divisions oversee the development of the 
Faculty Academic Plan, the 
coordination/implementation of the 
plan, and report to the Council on 
activities; 

i) In tandem with the Dean and in close 
consultation with Departments and 
Divisions oversee the development of the 
Faculty Academic Plan, the 
coordination/implementation of the plan, 
and report to the Council on activities; 

  

 ii) Make recommendations to the Council 
on the feasibility of new 
Schools/Departments, Programs, 
Research Centers; 

ii) Make recommendations to the Council on 
the feasibility of new 
Schools/Departments, Programs, 
Research Centers; 

  

 iii) Make recommendations to the Council 
on reviews of existing 
Schools/Departments, Programs, 
Research Centers; 

iii) Make recommendations to the Council on 
reviews of existing Schools/Departments, 
Programs, Research Centers; 

  

 iv) Direct advice on the employment of 
resources within the Faculty to the Dean; 

iv) Direct advice on the employment of 
resources within the Faculty to the Dean; 

  

 v) Advise the Dean on matters related to 
hiring priorities in relation to the Faculty 
Academic Plan;    

v) Advise the Dean on matters related to 
hiring priorities in relation to the Faculty 
Academic Plan;    

  

23



Change Original Proposed Comments  

 vi) Access all relevant information through 
the Office of the Dean and report to the 
Council regularly on all advice given to 
the Dean. 

vi) Access all relevant information through 
the Office of the Dean and report to the 
Council regularly on all advice given to 
the Dean. 

  

X c) The Curriculum Committee shall include the 
Dean and an Associate Dean (ex officio), the 
Chair or nominee from each teaching Division 
or Department, three members elected by 
Council and two student members of Council. 
 
In discharging its functions, the Committee 
shall: 

c) The Curriculum Committee shall include the 
Dean (ex officio) and an Associate Dean (ex 
officio), the Chair or nominee from each 
teaching Division or Department, the Chair or 
nominee of the Department of Geography, 
three faculty members elected by Council and 
two student members of Council. 
 
In discharging its functions, the Committee 
shall: 

Clarified Dean is ex officio  
Added seat for Geography 
Clarified it is “faculty” members 
 

 

 i) Review annually a summary of the notice 
of intentions filed by units in the Faculty 
of Science; 

i) Review annually a summary of the notice 
of intentions filed by units in the Faculty 
of Science; 

  

 ii) Receive curricular submissions from 
departments and divisions for review, 
and recommendation to Council for 
approval or other appropriate action, 
concerning new course proposals, 
changes to existing courses, changes to 
program requirements and new 
programs; 

ii) Receive curricular submissions from 
departments and divisions for review, 
and recommendation to Council for 
approval or other appropriate action, 
concerning new course proposals, 
changes to existing courses, changes to 
program requirements and new 
programs; 

  

 iii) Forward proposals to Senate as 
appropriate; 

iii) Forward proposals to Senate as 
appropriate; 

  

 iv) Encourage the development of 
innovative inter-disciplinary programs; 

iv) Encourage the development of innovative 
inter-disciplinary programs; 

  

 v) Collaborate with the Committee on 
Examinations and Academic Standards 
and the Committee on Teaching and 
Learning on issues of joint concern. 

v) Collaborate with the Committee on 
Examinations and Academic Standards 
and the Committee on Teaching and 
Learning on issues of joint concern. 
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X d) The Committee on Examinations and 
Academic Standards shall consist of an 
Associate Dean (ex officio), five members 
elected by Council from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics 
& Astronomy and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, and one student 
member of Council. 
 
In addition to the above membership of the 
committee, Council shall elect an alternate 
member from each of the Departments 
specified above.  The alternate member shall 
be the person polling the next highest 
number of votes to those elected to the 
committee from each Department.  The 
alternate for the student member will be 
selected by the Science Student Caucus from 
one of its Members at Large.  An alternate 
can only vote in the event that first elected 
members are not in attendance. 
 
The said Committee shall: 

d) The Committee on Examinations and 
Academic Standards shall consist of an 
Associate Dean (ex officio), five members 
elected by Council from each of Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics & Statistics, Physics 
& Astronomy and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, and one student 
member of Council. 
 
In addition to the above membership of the 
committee, Council shall elect an alternate 
member from each of the Departments 
specified above.  The alternate member shall 
be the person polling the next highest 
number of votes to those elected to the 
committee from each Department.  The 
alternate for the student member will be 
selected by the Science Student Caucus from 
its membership.  An alternate can only vote in 
the event that the first elected member is not 
in attendance. 
 
The said Committee shall: 

“Member at Large” has never been defined nor 
used anywhere else in the rules. 
 
Corrected grammar. 

 

 i) Review, and recommend to Council, 
criteria for anomalous course grade 
profiles; 

i) Review, and recommend to Council, 
criteria for anomalous course grade 
profiles; 

  

 ii) Review a summary of course grade 
profiles as approved by units following 
each teaching term, paying particular 
attention to first year courses; 

ii) Review a summary of course grade 
profiles as approved by units following 
each teaching term, paying particular 
attention to first year courses; 

  

 iii) Monitor and adjudicate anomalous 
course grade profiles; 

iii) Monitor and adjudicate anomalous 
course grade profiles; 

  

 iv) Recommend to Council policy on awards 
including scholarships, prestigious 
awards, and the Dean's Honour Roll; 

iv) Recommend to Council policy on awards 
including scholarships, prestigious 
awards, and the Dean's Honour Roll; 

  

X v) Constitute panels comprising three 
members, normally including one 
student, to hear and rule upon cases of 
alleged breach of the Senate Policy on 
Academic Honesty; and 

v) Constitute panels comprising three voting 
members, normally including one 
student, to hear and rule upon cases of 
alleged breach of the Senate Policy on 
Academic Honesty; and 

Panel must consist of three voting members in 
addition to the Associate Dean, Students. 
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 vi) Report at least annually in the fall to 
Council on its activities. 

vi) Report at least annually in the fall to 
Council on its activities. 

  

X e) The Petitions Committee shall consist of an 
Associate Dean (ex officio), six members of 
Council, and two student members of 
Council. A quorum shall consist of either (a) 
three faculty members and one student 
member or (b) four faculty members. 

e) The Petitions Committee for the purpose of 
hearing student petitions shall consist of an 
Associate Dean (ex officio), six members of 
Council, and two student members of 
Council. A quorum shall consist of either (a) 
three voting faculty members and one 
student member or (b) four voting faculty 
members. 

For consistency with wording of appeals 
committee.  
 
Clarity that the faculty members must be 
voting. 

 

X f) The Appeals Committee for the purpose of 
hearing student appeals shall consist of four 
elected faculty members from Science units, 
an Associate Dean (ex officio) and two 
student members of Council.  A quorum shall 
consist of either (a) two faculty members and 
one student member or (b) three faculty 
members. 

f) The Appeals Committee for the purpose of 
hearing student appeals shall consist of an 
Associate Dean (ex officio), four elected 
faculty members, and two student members 
of Council.  A quorum shall consist of either 
(a) two faculty members and one student 
member or (b) three faculty members. 

Changed placement of “Associate Dean” for 
consistency.  
 
Removed the wording “from Science units” 
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X g) The Committee on Tenure and Promotions 
shall consist of one currently tenured 
member from each of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & 
Astronomy and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science elected by Council, 
and one student member of Council. No 
member of the Committee shall be a member 
of another Tenure and Promotions 
Committee at any time during their tenure on 
this committee. 
 
In addition to the above membership of the 
committee, Council shall elect an alternate 
member from each of the Units mandated 
above. The alternate member shall be the 
person polling the next highest number of 
votes to those elected to the committee from 
each Department.  The alternate for the 
student member shall be selected by the 
Science Student Caucus from one of its 
Members-at-Large on an annual basis. An 
alternate can only vote in the event that 
existing members are not in attendance. 

g) The Committee on Tenure and Promotions 
shall consist of one currently tenured 
member from each of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & 
Astronomy and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science elected by Council, 
and one student member of Council. No 
member of the Committee shall be a member 
of another Tenure and Promotions 
Committee at any time during their tenure on 
this committee. 
 
In addition to the above membership of the 
committee, Council shall elect an alternate 
member from each of the Units mandated 
above. The alternate member shall be the 
person polling the next highest number of 
votes to those elected to the committee from 
each Department.  The alternate for the 
student member shall be selected by the 
Science Student Caucus from its membership 
on an annual basis. An alternate can only vote 
in the event that the first elected member is 
not in attendance. 

 
Removed “members at large”.  
 
Clarified language re: alternate members. 

 

 h) The Committee on Research and Awards shall 
consist of one member elected by Council 
from each of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Statistics, Science and 
Technology Studies/Natural Science, and 
Physics and Astronomy, one student member 
of Council and an Associate Dean (ex officio) 
who will serve as the Chair. 
 
It is the mandate of the Committee to make 
recommendations and provide advice to 
Council on policy matters related to research.  
In addition, the Committee’s functions and 
responsibilities include: 

h) The Committee on Research and Awards shall 
consist of one member elected by Council 
from each of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Statistics, Science and 
Technology Studies/Natural Science, and 
Physics and Astronomy, one student member 
of Council and an Associate Dean (ex officio) 
who will serve as the Chair. 
 
It is the mandate of the Committee to make 
recommendations and provide advice to 
Council on policy matters related to research.  
In addition, the Committee’s functions and 
responsibilities include: 

  

 i) To adjudicate the following faculty 
competitions/programs: 

i) To adjudicate the following faculty 
competitions/programs: 
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Change Original Proposed Comments  
 • Junior Faculty Fund • Junior Faculty Fund   

 • Minor Research Grant • Minor Research Grant   

X • Specific Research Grants (leave and 
non-leave) 

• Specific Research Grants (leave and 
non-leave); 

Punctuation change.  

X ii) To adjudicate NSERC’s Undergraduate 
Student Research Awards. 

ii) To adjudicate NSERC’s Undergraduate 
Student Research Awards; 

Punctuation change.  

X iii) To provide advice to the Dean and 
individual departments on faculty 
research-related awards, particularly 
prestigious awards. 

iii) To provide advice to the Dean and 
individual departments on faculty 
research-related awards, particularly 
prestigious awards; 

Punctuation change.  

X iv) To inform all units of their responsibilities 
to comply with the Senate’s ethics-
related policies 

iv) To inform all units of their responsibilities 
to comply with the Senate’s ethics-
related policies; 

Punctuation change.  

X v) To liaise with the Science Librarians on 
matters related to Library collections and 
services 

v) To liaise with the Science Librarians on 
matters related to Library collections and 
services; 

Punctuation change.  
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Change Original Proposed Comments  

X i) The Committee on Teaching and Learning 
shall consist of five faculty members, one 
undergraduate student and one librarian 
chosen in accordance with these rules.  
Additional members shall be the Associate 
Dean - Student Affairs, a Faculty graduate 
student, a Faculty staff member and other 
members as invited by the committee in June 
to serve one year terms for the following 
year.  Graduate students and staff nominees 
will indicate their interest in serving on the 
committee in writing to the committee, who 
will then approve by majority vote. 
 
It is the mandate of the Committee on 
Teaching and Learning to enhance the quality 
of the student learning experience by 
providing leadership in promoting and 
recognizing educational excellence in science 
and fostering a rich and vibrant teaching and 
learning community. 
 
The functions of the Committee on Teaching 
and Learning shall be: 

i) The Committee on Teaching and Learning 
shall consist of a minimum of two faculty 
members from each of Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics & Statistics, Physics & 
Astronomy and Science and Technology 
Studies/Natural Science, one undergraduate 
student and one librarian, chosen in 
accordance with these rules.  Additional 
members shall be the Associate Dean - 
Student Affairs, two Faculty graduate 
students, a Faculty staff member and other 
members as invited by the committee in June 
to serve one year terms for the following 
year.  Graduate students and staff nominees 
will indicate their interest in serving on the 
committee in writing to the committee, who 
will then approve by majority vote; such 
members will be members of the Committee 
only, not of council, unless they otherwise 
qualify for membership on Council. 
 
It is the mandate of the Committee on 
Teaching and Learning to enhance the quality 
of the student learning experience by 
providing leadership in promoting and 
recognizing educational excellence in science 
and fostering a rich and vibrant teaching and 
learning community. 
 
The functions of the Committee on Teaching 
and Learning shall be: 

Change of faculty member composition – 
increasing to 2 per department as per current 
practice.  
 
Increase from one graduate student to two.  
 
Clarification that graduate students and staff 
are only members of the committee, not voting 
members of council.  
 
Punctuation change. 

 

X i) To support the implementation of the 
University Academic Plan and Faculty 
Five-Year Plan with respect to learning 
and teaching with the Faculty 

i) To support the implementation of the 
University Academic Plan and Faculty 
Five-Year Plan with respect to learning 
and teaching with the Faculty; 

Punctuation change.  
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Change Original Proposed Comments  

X ii) To review and develop education-related 
policies and procedures within the 
Faculty to strengthen the teaching and 
learning environment (excluding those 
that fall within the purview of existing 
committees such as CEAS) 

ii) To review and develop education-related 
policies and procedures within the 
Faculty to strengthen the teaching and 
learning environment (excluding those 
that fall within the purview of existing 
committees such as CEAS) ; 

Punctuation change.  

X iii) To promote and support research in 
science education 

iii) To promote and support research in 
science education; 

Punctuation change.  

X iv) To promote and support best practice 
and innovative approaches to teaching in 
science 

iv) To promote and support best practice 
and innovative approaches to teaching in 
science; 

Punctuation change.  

X v) To work with the Teaching Commons to 
provide professional development 
opportunities and resources to support 
faculty and graduate students in their 
educational roles (e.g. TDGAs) 

v) To work with the Teaching Commons to 
provide professional development 
opportunities and resources to support 
faculty and graduate students in their 
educational roles (e.g. TDGAs) ; 

Punctuation change.  

X vi) To encourage and undertake inquiry into 
student learning needs and to initiate 
programs to address those needs (for 
example remediation, second start 
programs, etc.) 

vi) To encourage and undertake inquiry into 
student learning needs and to initiate 
programs to address those needs (for 
example remediation, second start 
programs, etc.) ; 

Punctuation change.  

X vii) To oversee the development and select 
recipients of Educational Awards 

vii) To oversee the development and select 
recipients of Educational Awards; 

Punctuation change.  

 viii) To promote the recognition of teaching 
excellence within the Faculty by 
facilitating nominations for external 
teaching awards. 

viii) To promote the recognition of teaching 
excellence within the Faculty by 
facilitating nominations for external 
teaching awards. 

  

30



Change Original Proposed Comments  

 35) Faculty representation on Senate shall include 
the Director of Natural Science and three 
Department Chairs. Department Chairs on Senate 
shall serve three-year terms following a 
sequential rotation among departments, with 
one retiring and another beginning a term each 
year. The remaining faculty positions on Senate 
shall be for terms of three years and in each year 
approximately one-third of the membership shall 
retire and be replaced by election from a slate of 
names presented by the Executive Committee. 
Such a slate may be augmented by names 
nominated from the floor and may include 
Department Chairs not currently serving as one 
of the three entitled positions referred to above. 

36) Faculty representation on Senate shall include the 
Director of Natural Science and three Department 
Chairs. Department Chairs on Senate shall serve 
three-year terms following a sequential rotation 
among departments, with one retiring and 
another beginning a term each year. The 
remaining faculty positions on Senate shall be for 
terms of three years and in each year 
approximately one-third of the membership shall 
retire and be replaced by election from a slate of 
names presented by the Executive Committee. 
Such a slate may be augmented by names 
nominated from the floor and may include 
Department Chairs not currently serving as one of 
the three entitled positions referred to above. 
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  Council of the Faculty of Science 
Report of the Research and Awards Committee 

2013-2014 
 
 
 
 
The Research and Awards (R&A) committee membership comprised of Profs. Arthur 
Hilliker (Biology), Jennifer Chen (Chemistry), Yun Gao (Mathematics and Statistics), 
Christopher Bergevin (Physics and Astronomy), Ernst Hamm (Science and Technology 
Studies), and Mr. Sina Alipour-Nazari (student representative).  Mr. Alipour-Nazari did 
not participate in any of the committee meeting activities. 
 
 
1. The R&A committee adjudicated applications for the Junior Faculty Fund (JFF) and 
Minor Research Grant (MRG).  12 JFF applications totaling $15,4200 in funding support, 
and 33 MRG applications totaling $35,000 were awarded.   
 
2. York University received 41 NSERC Undergraduate Summer Research Awards 
(USRA).  The R&A committee reviewed 106 USRA applications. Final student rankings 
were based on a combination of the students’ academic grade point averages and 
departmental rankings.  Awards were provided to 21 Science students (8 Biology, 7 
Chemistry, 2 Math & Stats, 4 Physics & Astronomy), 17 students in the Faculty of Health 
(7 Kinesiology, 10 Psychology) and 3 students from the Lassonde School of Engineering 
(1 ESSE, 1 Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, 1 Mechanical Engineering).   
 
3. Prof. Wendy Taylor (Physics & Astronomy) and Prof. Amro Zayed were selected to 
have their nomination applications for the Royal Society of Canada College of New 
Scholars, Artists and Scientists forwarded to the VPRI.  York University was invited to 
submit up to six nominations in March. 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

COMMITTEE ON EXAMINATIONS AND ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

REPORT TO FACULTY COUNCIL 

1 OCTOBER 2013 – 30 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Details are filed with J. Pearson, Secretary of the Committee on Examinations and 

Academic Standards, 349 Lumbers.  Information regarding previous years is for information only. 

 

 

Members:  M. Armour, G. Audette, P. Cribb, N. Purzitsky, A. Qudrat, B. Quine, R. Quinlan,  

        E. Rosonina, W. van Wijngaarden 

 

 

Alternate members: P. Delaney, J. Grigull, T. Kelly, R. Rahman 

 

 

Number of Meetings held: 21 
 

 

Academic Dishonesty Cases: 

  

 FW13: 22 hearings, 66 ratifications 

FW12: 13 hearings, 83 ratifications 

FW11: 21 hearings, 105 ratifications 

FW10: 39 hearings, 72 ratifications 

FW09: 21 hearings, 105 ratifications 

    

 

Graduation Awards: 

 

 FW13: 30 First Class, 48 First Class with Distinction 

 FW12: 33 First Class, 47 First Class with Distinction 

 FW11: 37 First Class, 40 First Class with Distinction            

 FW10:  35 First Class, 48 First Class with Distinction 

 FW09:  33 First Class, 45 First Class with Distinction 

   

 Fall 2014: 1 Gold Medal 

 Spring 2014: 1 Gold Medal, 1 Silver Medal 

 Fall 2013: 0 Gold Medals, 0 Silver Medals 

 Spring 2013: 1 Gold Medal, 0 Silver Medals 

 Fall 2012: 1 Gold Medal, 1 Silver Medal 

 Spring 2012: 1 Gold Medal, 2 Silver Medals 

 Fall 2011 0 Gold Medals, 0 Silver Medals 

 Spring 2011: 2 Gold Medals, 1 Silver Medal 

 Fall 2010:  0 Gold Medals, 0 Silver Medals 

 Spring 2010: 2 Gold Medals, 0 Silver Medals  
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Debarments 
  

FW13: 5 FW12: 7 FW11: 10 FW10:  9 FW09:   11   

  

 

Failed to Gain Standing 
 

FW13: N/A* FW12: 90 FW11: 95  FW10: 141 FW09: 135 

 

*Note: This decision designation is no longer used.  2012-13 was the last year of use. 

 

 

Required to Withdraw 

 

FW13: 131* FW12: 27 FW11: 24 FW10: 32  FW09:  21 

 

*Note: Prior to FW13 this decision designation only applied to BA students. 

  

 

Grades Approval 
 

Final Grades reviewed with anomalies: 

  

 SU14: 6 (>30% A+/A), 0 (>30% E/F)   

 FW13: 24 (>30% A+/A), 6 (>30% E/F)   

 SU13: 4 (>30% A+/A), 1 (>30% E/F) 

 FW12: 23 (>30% A+/A), 3 (>30% E/F) 

 SU12: 6 (>30% A+/A), 3 (>30% E/F) 

 FW11: 29 (>30% A+/A), 3 (>30% E/F) 

 SU11: 0 

FW10: 34 (>30% A+/A), 4 (>30% E/F)   

 SU10:  5 (>30% A+/A) 

 FW09: 51 (>30% A+/A), 10 (>30% E/F) 

  

  

 

Chair: G. Audette  Secretary: J. Pearson  Date: October 9, 2014 
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Report to Council, October 2014

Appeals Committee

2013/14 - September 1, 2013 - August 31, 2014

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
24 18 2 0 9 1 0 0 43 13 0 0 3 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 87 36 123

2012/13 - September 1, 2012 - August 31, 2013

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
27 43 2 0 11 2 0 0 59 11 1 0 2 0 7 0 1 0 2 0 2 1 114 57 171

2011/12 - September 1, 2011 - August 31, 2012

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny

16 48 6 3 1 30 15 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 61 70 131

2010/11

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
19 43 3 3 10 4 2 1 6 6 2 2 1 3 1 4 50 60 110

2009/10

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
20 35 2 1 6 0 3 3 2 3 1 2 1 1 3 3 0 1 0 1 1 0 39 50 89

   To drop To Add    Deferred standing Grade reappraisal   Pass/Fail    TOTAL3rd attempt Grade of Record

Exemption from 
deadline to submit a 

petition
Extension to 

deferred standing
Reinstate dropped 

courses
Take additinoal 

credits
Continue without 

interruption
Waive degree 
requirements

   TOTAL   To drop To Add    Deferred standing Grade reappraisal 3rd attempt Grade of Record

Exemption from 
deadline to submit a 

petition
Continue without 

interruption
Extension to 

deferred standing
Reinstate dropped 

courses
Take additinoal 

credits

Grade reappraisal
Take additional credits 

past 102    TOTAL3rd attempt 4th attempt
Continue without 

interruption   Pass/Fail

Exemption from 
deadline to submit a 

petition
Waive degree 
requirements

   To drop To Add    Deferred standing Grade reappraisal

Exemption from 
deadline to submit a 

petition

   To drop To Add    Deferred standing

Continue without 
interruption3rd attempt

Grade of Record

   TOTAL
Extension to 

deferred standing
Reinstate dropped 

courses Grade of Record

Take additinoal 
credits    TOTAL   To drop To Add    Deferred standing Grade reappraisal

Exemption from 
deadline to submit a 

petition
Continue without 

interruption
Extension to 

deferred standing
Reinstate dropped 

courses3rd attempt
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PETITIONS COMMITTEE

2013/2014

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
135 166 5 3 4 4 87 37 0 0 0 2 11 3 0 0 0 0 18 20 3 3 4 17

Total granted: 267 Total denied: 255 Overall total: 522

2012/2013

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
141 190 5 7 5 8 79 46 0 0 5 2 30 2 0 0 0 0 10 41 14 11 6 1

Total granted: 295 Total denied: 308 Overall total: 603

2011/2012

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
134 273 9 5 2 14 92 87 0 0 7 10 26 6 0 1 0 0 16 52 5 2 1 3

Total granted: 292 Total denied: 453 Overall total: 745

010/2011

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
238 270 18 8 4 15 83 83 0 2 13 10 33 2 1 2 0 1 8 22 22 38 10 27

Total granted: 430 Total denied: 480 Overall total: 910
Note: For FW2010/2011 petitions with multiple requests were counted in each category as a Petition type

   
Other/GOR Waiver

Continue 
without 

Interruption   To drop    To add
  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.   Pass/fail

   Degree 
Exemption

   Enrol in 
add'l cr.(also 
called Course 

Overload)
  Grade 
reappr    Aegrotat

  Pass/fail
   Degree 

Exemption
   Enrol in 
add'l cr.

  Grade 
reappr

REPORT TO COUNCIL, 2013

   To drop    To add
  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.

Reduced amount of petitions this year compared to last year due to manner in which multiple requests were calculated in FW2010-11.  In 
FW2010-11 petitions with multiple requests were counted in each category as a Petition type. For FW2011-12, multiple petition requests were 

calculated in the same manner that they were prior to FW2010.

   
Other/GOR Waiver

Continue 
without 

Interruption   Aegrotat

   To drop    To add
  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.   Pass/fail

   Degree 
Exemption

   Enrol in 
add'l cr.(also 
called Course 

Overload)
  Grade 
reappr    Aegrotat

   
Other/GOR Waiver

Continue 
without 

Interruption

   To drop    To add
  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.   Pass/fail

   Degree 
Exemption

Please note that as of May 1, 2013 the Lassonde School of Engineering began processing petition requests for the following majors:  Computer 
Science, Computer Security, Digital Media, Earth and Atmospheric Science, Engineering.  

   Enrol in 
add'l cr.(also 
called Course 

Overload)
  Grade 
reappr    Aegrotat

   
Other/GOR/
Retro LOP Waiver

Continue 
without 

Interruption
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2009/2010

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
279 233 19 1 6 11 105 22 0 2 10 8 27 4 2 1 0 0 4 4 10 5 9 10

Total granted: 471 Total denied: 301 Overall total: 772

2008/2009

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
242 141 16 2 11 3 69 11 1 1 10 2 22 3 2 0 0 0 14 11 19 12

Total granted: 406 Total denied: 186 Overall total: 592

2007/2008

Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny Grant Deny
273 212 10 0 26 0 108 23 0 1 7 0 15 1 0 0 0 0 9 5 12 6

Total granted: 460 Total denied: 248 Overall total: 708

Waiver

  To repeat 
a 3rd time   Pass/fail

  Pass/fail
   Degree 

Exemption

Continue 
without 

Interruption
   Degree 

Exemption
   Enrol in 
add'l cr.

  Grade 
reappr    Aegrotat    Other   To drop    To add

  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.

   To drop    To add
  To repeat 
a 3rd time    Def. St.

   To drop    Def. St.

   Other

  Pass/fail

  Grade 
reappr

Reduced amount of petitions this year compared to last year due to the fact that from October 1st 2006 to May 1st 2007 
Faculty of Health petitions were processed in Science and included in last years stats

   Aegrotat
   Degree 

Exemption
   Enrol in 
add'l cr. Waiver

Waiver

Reduced amount of petitions this year compared to last year was due to the strike and the extended drop deadlines with 
tuition credit option.  Other category includes new petition type (continue without disruption) 2 petiiton requests were 

processed. One was granted and one was denied.  

   Other

   Aegrotat
   Enrol in 
add'l cr.

  Grade 
reappr

   To add
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The Senate of York University 
 

Synopsis 
 

of the 606th Meeting of Senate held on  
Thursday, September 25, 2014 

 
Remarks 
 
The Chair, Professor Roxanne Mykitiuk, greeted new and continuing Senators and introduced those 
with special responsibilities on behalf of Senate, including the new Secretary, Maureen Armstrong.  
She encouraged Senators to attend October Convocation ceremonies and to urge their colleagues or 
fellow students to join in the celebrations.  
 
Reports 
 
In the absence of President Shoukri, Provost Rhonda Lenton provided a preliminary report on 2014-
2015 enrolments and described efforts to mitigate the impact of shortfalls (which will, in any event, 
have significant ramifications for academic budgets).  She also updated Senate on the following: 
 

• the York in York Region campus bid 
• building projects identified for possible funding under the Ministry of Training, Colleagues and 

Universities’ Capital Expansion Framework and other new or expanded facilities currently in 
development or under consideration 

• consultations and implementation plans following the release of Academic and Administrative 
Program Review Task Force reports 

• timelines for the rollout of the Shared Accountability & Resource Planning (SHARP) budget 
model 

• honorary degree recipients at Autumn Convocation ceremonies 
• the conference on “A Habitable Place for Indigenous Scholars? Opportunities and 

Responsibilities for Improving Recruitment and Retention in the University” to be held on 
October 30 and 31 

• recipients of major funding through the SSHRC Partnership Grants program 
 
The Academic Colleague to the Council of Ontario Universities, Professor George Tourlakis, 
highlighted major COU initiatives and matters of special interest to the Ontario postsecondary system. 
 
Elections 
 
Senate extended the term of Professor Mykitiuk as Chair of Senate to June 30, 2015 and acclaimed 
Professor George Comninel (Political Science, Liberal Arts and Professional Studies) as the Vice-
Chair and Chair-Elect.  New members were elected to the Academic Standards, Curriculum and 
Pedagogy Committee, Appeals Committee, and Tenure and Promotions Appeals Committee. 
 
Approvals 
 
Senate approved a motion granting degrees, diplomas and certificates to students at convocations 
held from October 2014 to June 2015, and approved other recommendations of the Academic 
Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee to  
 

• establish a Policy on Social Media for the School of Nursing, Health 
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• revise Honours standing progression requirements, Bachelor of Engineering, Lassonde 
 
 
Notice of Motions 
 
Academic Policy, Planning and Research notified Senate of its intention to recommend the transfer of 
the Division of Continuing Education from the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies to the 
Division of the Vice-President Academic and Provost and its renaming as the School of Continuing 
Studies, and facilitated a discussion of the proposal. 
 
Committee Information Items 
 
Senate Executive confirmed that it had not been necessary to exercise summer authority and 
reported on the following matters: 
 

• its approval of Senate committee members nominated by Faculty Councils 
• the results of surveys of Senators and committee members 
• a retrospective on Senate actions in 2013-2014 
• Senate attendance between September 2013 and May 2014 

 
The Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee informed Senate of items contained in 
reports received from the Provost and Vice-President Research and Innovation, the development of 
priorities for the year, sub-committee membership, the planning cycle for 2014-2015 (including the 
possibility of two open forums on academic priorities and timelines for University Academic Plan 
renewal), and its advice to the Provost on the desirability of facilitating consultations on the AAPR 
process. 
 
Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy reported that it was not necessary for the 
Coordinating & Planning Sub-Committee to act under its summer authority. 
 
 

For information on these items please refer to the full Senate agenda posted online. 
 

University Secretariat www.yorku.ca/secretariat or extension -55310. 
 

Senate’s 607th meeting will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 23, 2014. 
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