
F A C U L T Y  O F  S C I E N C E

COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

Notice of Meeting 
Tuesday, November 11,, 2014 

at 3:00pm – 4:30pm 
306 Lumbers 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda

2. Chair’s Remarks

3. Minutes of October 14, 2014 meeting

4. Business Arising

5. Dean’s Report to Council

6. Associate Deans’ and Bethune Master’s Remarks

7. Reports from Science Representatives on Senate Committees

8. Reports from Standing Committees of Council

• Executive Committee

 Executive Committee’s Vacancies Report on Senate and FSc Committees (item for 

action) 

 Curriculum Committee

 Mathematical Biology Program (item for action)

 Other curriculum matters (consent agenda items)

9. Inquiries and Communications

9.1 Five-minute Presentation on Helix Call for Proposals, by Justin Chan, Associate Director, K-12 

Enrichment Program 

9.3 Senate Synopsis: 607th Meeting of Senate: October 23, 2014 
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F A C U L T Y  O F  S C I E N C E

COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 
at 3:00pm – 4:30pm 

306 Lumbers 

Minutes 

Attendance: E. Hamm, Y. Gao, S. Benchimol, D. Hossain, S. O. Kochman, P. L. Lakin-Thomas, P. Cribb, D. Hastie, D. 
Perez, W. Booth, P. Dehghani, J. Dumitrescu, K. R. Maltman, W. P. Tholen, G. Lovoie, A. Mills, V. 
Tsoukanova, E. Janse vanRensburg, B. Woodley, L. T. Ber, R. Jayawardhana, A. Rafieian-Karpaei, S. Juris, 
R. G. Tsushima,  S. Siyakatshana (Assistant Secretary) 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda

The Chair of Council, Alex Mills called the meeting to order
and the Agenda was adopted as presented.

2. Chair’s Remarks

The Chair welcomed Council members to the meeting.
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3. Minutes of September 9, 2014 meeting

The Draft Minutes of September 9, 2014 were approved 
subject to two minor amendments that were moved and 
approved.  

4. Business Arising

There was no Business Arising. 

5. Dean’s Report to Council

Dean Ray Jayawardhana informed Council that the 
University had submitted two proposals to the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities for major capacity 
expansion - one for a York Region campus and the other for 
a 2nd new engineering building on the Keele campus. Both 
proposals included plans for the Faculty of Science to 
expand in the area of life sciences. 

He updated Council that the Chancellor of York University, 
Dr. Gregory Sorbara had visited our Faculty a couple of 
weeks ago. The purpose of the visit was for the Chancellor 
to become familiar with our faculty, our needs and 
challenges.  

The Dean congratulated Dr. Tamara Kelly for winning the 
OCUFA teaching award for the 2013-2014 academic year. 
The announcement would be coming out on Y-File in the 
near future. 

The Dean noted that Dr. Allan Carswell, an Emeritus 
Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy will 
be receiving an honorary doctor of Science from York 
University at the Fall Convocation. The Dean described Dr. 

Carswell as a pioneer and international leader in the field of 
laser-imaging technology (lidar) and the development of 
related space instrumentation. He added that Dr. Carswell is 
the founder of Optech, a world leader in lidar and related 
technologies. Furthermore, his company had funded the 
Faculty of Science laboratories and in his personal capacity 
he has established a number of scholarships at York 
University. 

He also announced that Suzana Pinto, our Communications 
Manager, was organizing a media workshop for scientists, 
faculty, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers. 
This workshop will be held on October 29, 2014, at 9:30am 
– 12:00pm. He encouraged faculty and students to register
and attend the event. Renowned science reporters will be 
speaking at this workshop.  

Lastly, the Dean noted that the Pan Am Stadium was 
nearing completion. He consulted with Council on any 
science outreach ideas to show case Science to the diverse 
crowd attending the games. He noted that they he had 
already received suggestions and ideas with respect to 
Physics and Astronomy. He encouraged Council members to 
forward their ideas to him and Suzana Pinto. Ultimately, 
these suggestions will be presented to the Provost for 
consideration. 

6. Associate Deans’ and Bethune Master’s Remarks

Associate Dean Robert Tsushima updated Council on the 
recent RTI. Three applicants had requested an internal 
review and all three applicants were selected and their 
applications will go forward. He stated that there were 
sixteen applicants for the NSERC Discovery Grants and these 
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will undergo an internal review. Lastly, he announced that 
the deadline for receiving applications for the Faculty 
Research Awards is Friday, October 24, 2014 and the 
awardees will be announced in November. 

Associate Dean Janse vanRensburg reminded faculty that 
the call for the Anomaly Exercise had gone out with a 
deadline of November 14, 2014. He highlighted outstanding 
vacancies on the Standing Committees of Council and 
encouraged members to self-nominate. 

Professor Juris Steprans informed Council that Professor 
Man Wah Wong had agreed to serve on the Tenure and 
Promotions Committee. 

Associate Dean Peter Cribb reminded Council about the 
Ontario Online Initiative funding opportunity to create 
courses or modules of online courses. A number of criteria 
are relevant - including large courses being one of the 
priorities. Proposals should be collaborative between 
universities or faculties within the same university. He 
encouraged faculty to participate in this exercise. 

Master of Bethune’s report was paraphrased by Dr. Alex 
Mills in his absence as follows, 

• Bethune College Breakfast held on Sept 11th, 2014 was
a success.

• The next Bethune College Breakfast will be held on Wed
Oct 22nd, 2014 at 9:30 am in BC 320. This is specifically
for 1st-year students. Faculty members are encouraged
to register at bethune.yorku.ca/events/ and attend.

• Student-support programs are going well.

• They are getting upward of 70-80 students attending
some PASS sessions on a regular basis, which is
requiring Bethune to hire and train more PASS Leaders.

• They have staff from the different York units present
workshops at Bethune College: SCLD (SafeTALK), CDS
and personal counselling services, career centre, etc.

• Graduate Students are also presenting workshops on
topics related to research, choosing the right lab, and
graduate studies, etc.

• Dean Ray will be presenting on Nov 4th "Space Rock
Hunting in Antarctica, Testing Gravity on a Falling Plane,
Looking for Life Deep Underground and Other
Adventures on the Frontiers of Science". Professors and
staff are encouraged to make a 20 minute presentation
on any fun topic (not necessarily related to research).
Those interested are to contact the Master of Bethune
College.

7. Reports from Science Representatives on Senate
Committees

There were no reports. 

8. Reports from Standing Committees of Council

 Executive Committee’s Vacancies Report on Senate and FSc 
Committees  

The Chair referred to the Standing Committees’ vacancies 
report. He highlighted some outstanding vacancies. A 
motion was moved, seconded and carried to approve 
Professor Man Wah Wong’s nomination to serve on the 
Tenure and Promotions Committee. 
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Revisions to the Rules of FSc Faculty Council 

Council moved, seconded and carried a motion to approve 
the minor amendments to the Rules of Council.  

Council members noted the following annual reports for 
information from the Standing Committees of Council; 

• Committee on Research and Awards
• Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards
• Appeals Committee
• Petitions Committee

9. Inquiries and Communications

9.1 Presentation on the Task Force on Sustainability,  by
Jennifer Foster, Associate Professor & Urban 
Ecologies Certificate Coordinator and Chair of the 
Task Force 

 Dr. Jennifer Foster gave a brief presentation on 
sustainability research which focuses mainly on 
research and building of York strengths in the area 
of research. She presented a summary of  the Task 
Force’s mission, organization and objectives.   

9.2 Presentation on Update on the Teaching Commons, 
by Celia Popovic, Director & Yelin Su, Educational 
Developer, Teaching Commons 

Celia Popovic highlighted programs by the Teaching 
Commons for the 2014-2015 academic year. She 
introduced Yelin Su, the Educational Developer. She 
added that Yelin was the representative for FSc 

faculty and members should feel free to contact her 
for assistance. 

9.3 Council noted the Senate Synopsis of the 606th 

Meeting of Senate held on September 25, 2014. 

10. Other Business

There was no other business.

Chair of Council, A. Mills 

Assistant Secretary of Council, S. Siyakatshana 
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2014 - 2015 Executive Committee Report of Vacancies on Senate and FSc 
Committees 

Vacancies still outstanding as of November 7, 2014 

Science Curriculum Committee 
1 vacancy for an elected member 

Committee on Examinations and Academic Standards 
• 1 alternate vacancy for Chemistry
• 1 alternate vacancy for Student Representative

Appeals Committee 
1 vacancy for Natural Science 

D. Lungu moved from the Appeals Committee to sit on the Petitions Committee 

Committee on Teaching and Learning 
• 1 vacancy for Natural Science
• 1 vacancy for Physics & Astronomy
• 1 vacancy for a graduate student
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Helix Summer Science Institute Call for Proposal 

 

The Science Engagement Office 
 
The Science Engagement Office offers enriched, innovative, and hands-on programming to pre-university youth 
ages 8-18. Established in 2006 as Science Explorations offering only summer programing to youth ages 8-14, the 
office expanded in 2014 offering a broader scope of STEM content now with weekend workshops, March Break 
programming, 24 unique in-school workshops offered exclusively to classroom teachers, an expanded summer camp 
offerings (SciX: Science Explorations), and a new high school program the Helix Summer Science Institute.  
 
More information about the Science Engagement Office can be found at: http://scix.science.yorku.ca 

 
The Helix Summer Science Institute 
 
Helix is a high school enrichment program designed exclusively for high performing students who have a strong 
interest in science and mathematics. Helix consists of a series of week-long, noncredit courses, for students 
in Grades 9-12 that run for the month of July. 

Helix is designed to be intense and academically rigorous. Students will study advanced topics in science and 
applied mathematics that draw upon the research strengths of the Faculty of Science at York University. Students 
will be guided through cutting-edge interdisciplinary topics through a series of lectures, hands-on workshops, 
experiments, demonstrations, and field trips. Courses are developed and delivered by professors, post-doctoral 
fellows, visiting scholars, and graduate students. 

An optional residence program provides the opportunity for students from across Canada and around the world to 
participate.  Interested students will stay in one of York University’s dormitory style residences, will be supervised 
by residence program staff, and share a room with another Helix student (in same-gender rooms). 

More information regarding the Helix Summer Science Institute can be found at:  http//helix.science.yorku.ca 

Contact Details 

Justin Chan 
Associate Director, K-12 Science Engagement Programs 
York University, Faculty of Science 
416-736-2100 x 44552 
jchan@yorku.ca 
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Application and Delivery Details 
 
Taking place in July, Helix is a high school enrichment program for students with an interest in science and 
mathematics. The program will target gifted and/or high performing students, with the aim of attracting top students 
into the Faculty’s undergraduate programs. 

This summer program will consist of a series of week-long non-credit courses for students in grades 9 to 12. The 
courses will highlight specific research strengths within the Faculty of Science, and will be developed and delivered 
by a combination of graduate students, post-docs, alumni, and faculty.  Instructors are to provide students with 
unique and relevant university content and research to introduce them to a real university learning experience. Past 
instructors have included graduate students and faculty from the Faculty of Science, however, students and faculty 
from other Faculty’s at York University are also encouraged to apply. Students in undergraduate programs with 
significant research experience may also apply to teach Helix.  
 
Past alumni, and individuals working in industry that have graduated from from York University’s Faculty of 
Science or Faculty of Engineering are also encouraged to apply.   
 
Students and faculty who wish to participate and teach with the Helix Summer Science Institute will receive a 
stipend at the end of program. This stipend does affect graduate and research funding graduate students already 
receive. Stipend receive is also subject to taxes and other applicable deductions unique to each individual.   
 
Proposal Submission Details 
 
SECTION 1: Application form 
 
SECTION 2: Course proposal 
 
SECTION 3: Instructor Bio 
 
SECTION 4: Resume, Outline of relevant teaching experiences.  
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SECTION 1: Application Form 
 
Personal Information 
 
Please select: Dr. Mr. Ms. 
 
First Name:   ______________________ 
 
Last Name:  ______________________ 
 
Email Address  ______________________ 
 
Home Address:  ______________________ 
 
Country: ______________________ 
 
City: ______________________ 
 
Province/State:  ______________________ 
 
Postal/Zip Code: ______________________ 
 
Phone (Day): ______________________ 
 
Phone (Evening):  ______________________ 

Educational Background 

 

 
Institution and Faculty 

 

Program and 
Department 

Degree / Certification Year Completed /  
Expected Completion 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 

Are you: 
o An alumnus/alumna 

 
o Pursuing a PhD degree 

 
o Pursuing a Masters degree 

 
o Pursuing an undergraduate degree 

 
o Other _____________________________ 
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Eligibility for Employment 
 
You are a:  

o Canadian Citizen 
o Landed Immigrant 
o Visa Student 

 
Employee ID:__________________ 
 
Student Number: ________________ 
 
If you are a visa student, do you have a permit to work in Canada? 

Yes   No 
 
 
Availability for Employment 
 
Please check all that apply: 

o July 6 - 10, 2015 
o July 13 - 17, 2015 
o July 20 - 24, 2015 
o July 27 - 31, 2015 

 
Additional Information 
Please note that offers of employment are conditional upon instructors attending a mandatory training session 
workshop. Instructors may also be required to submit a police records check clearance letter, WHMIS certification, 
and show evidence of BioSafety training.  
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SECTION 2: Course Proposal 
 
The Helix Summer Science Institutes aims to develop and offer courses from the various 
departments in the Faculty of Science at York University. In the past, courses have been 
challenging and exciting offering high school students a unique university level experience. 
Previous years have included projects that include PCR and Gel Electrophoresis, computer 
mathematical modelling of the transmission of disease, game programming, and practical 
computations in astrophysics.  
 
Title: ____________________________ 
 
Proposed Grade Level:  

o Junior (Grade 9 & 10)   
o Senior (Grades 11 & 12) 

 
Proposed Stream: ___________________________(If other, please specify) 
 
Possible Stream Options:  

1. Biomedical Sciences 
2. Mini-Med School 
3. Neuroscience 
4. Physics & Astronomy 
5. Applied Mathematics 
6. Environmental Biology & Chemistry 
7. Engineering & Applied Sciences 

 
 

Course Description 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____. 
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  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Title/Theme 
 
State the overall theme of the 
day (eg/ Introduction, Current 
trends, Future direction)           
Lecture Topics 
 
Clearly identify topics you wish 
to cover each day.          
Proposed 
Activities/Experiments 
 
State what students will be 
doing (eg/ Gel Electrophoresis, 
computer modelling, feeding 
cells, problem sets). You may 
wish to state what 
undergraduate experiment or 
course your activity is found. 
Consider alternatives to 
experiments using human cells 
or tissue.           
Learning Goal 
 
Identify what you would like 
students to learn from the 
activity           
Activity Details 
 
Briefly describe the protocols 
and procedure of the experiment 
/activity.   
 
(If your course is selected, you 
will need to describe the 
protocol in greater detail 
separately.)          
Facilities Required 
 
Describe what would be the      
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ideal facility (Computer Lab, 
Wet Lab, Standard Classroom). 
Be specific (eg/ Farq 217)   
 
 
Materials 
 
Identify the materials you 
require for each activity with 
approximately 25 students.  
Estimate the cost associated for 
the course. Each course has an 
approximate budget of $500. In 
past years, instructors teaching 
Helix have purchased materials 
at a pro-rated cost from their 
supervisors. 
 
(If your course is selected, you 
will need to provide detailed 
materials list separately.) 
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SECTION 3: Instructor Bio 
 
 
Prof. Michael Chen graduated from Northwestern University with a PhD degree in Industrial Engineering 
and Management Science. Michael's research focuses on mathematical modeling of sophisticated 
business/industry/government management problems and fast computer algorithms for solution 
seeking. Michael's research is supported by the National Science and Engineering Council of Canada. 
Since joining York University in 2009, Michael has taught multiple courses in mathematical modelling 
and has been a popular teacher in this area. Michael's students are working for business intelligence or 
analysis department at IBM, Walmart, banks, insurance companies, etc. 

 
Instructor Bio: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____.   
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Sample Course Proposal and Outline 

Cloning Disease / Tools in Molecular Biology 

Understanding how biological systems function is fundamental to developing novel strategies against 
disease. These diseases include cancer, neurodegenerative diseases, AIDS, and cardiovascular diseases. 
This course introduces one of the most important tools in molecular biology today, which is cloning. 
Cloning is a genetic technique to look at a specific gene, it’s function, and it’s overall importance to 
biological systems. There have been many innovations in the twentieth century that have led to the 
development of modern day molecular biology, particularly the discovery of restriction endonucleases, 
polymerase chain reaction, gel electrophoresis, and sequencing. In order to understand a disease, we 
must understand the gene defect or mutation in vitro by cloning. This is a lab course where students will 
be cloning the human La (hLa) gene into expression vectors. The learning objective of course is for 
students to develop practical research skills.
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Theme Course Introduction, 

history and discoveries in 
molecular biology and 
Polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) 
 

Developing scientific 
writings. Journal reviews 
and methods to analyze 
papers. 

Introduction to DNA and 
RNA expression, 
replication, and structure. 

How we use biological 
systems to conduct 
research; The use of 
prokaryotes in order to 
develop tools 

The humble beginnings of 
Watson and Cricks double 
helix to the human 
genome project; current 
methods in biology 

Lecture Topics History of Recombinant 
DNA technology 
 

How to review and 
interpret scientific writing 

From central dogma to 
genetic manipulation 

Introduction to Bacterial 
genetics 

Applications of cloning: 
Protein purification, co-
Ip, gel shift, clinical 
applications 

Proposed Activities Pipette training and start 
with the cloning 
procedure. 
 

Continue on the cloning 
procedure and learning 
how to find relevant 
papers 

Continuation of cloning 
and quantitative methods 

Continuation of cloning 
and presentations 

Analyzing cloning results 

Learning Goal Students will get 
introduced to pipette use 
and how to do wet lab 
experiments 
 

The students will learn to 
evaluate and analyze peer 
review scientific journals. 

Students will learn how to 
quantify DNA on agarose 
gels and demonstrate their 

Students will be 
introduced to basic 
bacterial genetics and it’s 
fundamental uses in 
molecular biology 

Students will verify if 
their cloning experiment 
worked through 
restriction digest of 
plasmids 

Experiments PCR, PCR clean up and 
run an agarose gel 

Run an agarose gel, digest 
inserts and vectors 

- Run an agarose gel and 
extract the insert DNA 
- run another gel with the 
cleaned insert for 
quantification 

Ligation of insert and 
vector, transformation of 
plasmid into XL1 E. coli 
cells and grow overnight 
cultures 

Isolate plasmid DNA by 
miniprep and digest 
plasmids with Restriction 
Endonucleases to analyze 
the final cloning step 

Materials Pipettes (P1000, P200, 
P20), tips, microtubes, 
balance, Agarose, gel red, 
Tris Borate EDTA (TBE) 
Buffer phenol:chloroform, 
, PCR machine, pimers, 
DNA, Q5 enzymes and 
buffer, dNTPs, gel 
apparatus, PCR tubes, 
microtube centrifuge, 
Styrofoam boxes, 
microtube racks, ice, 
Ethanol (Anhydrous), 
Sodium Acetate 

microtube centrifuge, 
styrafoam boxes, 
microtube racks, ice, 2 
Restriction 
Endonucleases, 70% 
Ethanol, Enzymes and 
buffer, BSA, calf 
intestinal phosphotase 
(CIP),37°C heat block, gel 
apparatus and computers 

Pipettes, tips, microtubes, 
balance, Agarose, gel 
apparatus gel red, TBE 
Buffer, UV 
transiluminator, razor 
blade, gel extraction kit, 
microtube centrifuge, ice, 
Styrofoam boxes, 
microtube racks, ice, heat 
block, gel dock 

Pipettes, tips, microtubes, 
balance, Agarose, Gel red, 
TBE Buffer, overnight 
tubes, Kanamycin 
Antibiotic, 37 degree 
Celsius incubator, 
microtube centrifuge, 
Luria Broth (LB) + 
Kanamycin media, plates, 
microtube centrifuge, ice, 
Styrofoam boxes, 
microtube racks, ice, T4 
DNA ligase, ligase 
Buffer, 

Pipettes, tips, microtubes, 
balance, Agarose, Gel red, 
TBE Buffer, overnight 
tubes, Miniprep I kit, 2 
Restriction 
Endonucleases, 2 
Restriction Endonuclease 
buffers, 37 degree Celsius 
incubator, gel dock 

Use of Materials To practice how to use the To digest their insert and - Running an agarose gel Ligating insert into vector  
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pipettes and make a PCR 
insert 

vector to prepare them for 
the next step and learn 
how to scientific writings 

and extracting insert and 
vector 
- Running an agarose gel 
in order to calculate gene 
to vector ratio for ligation 

and transforming plasmid 
into E.coli cells to grow 
overnight cultures 

Afternoon Activity (If 
Applicable) 

Learn how to design 
primers (Assignment + 
group discussion) 
 

N/A Quantification tutorial Presentations 
5-6 minute 

Tour of York University 
research labs 

Facilities Required Biosafety level 1 lab (all 
day) 

Biosafety level 1 lab (all 
day) 

Biosafety level 1 lab (all 
day) 

Biosafety level 1 lab (all 
day) 

Biosafety level 1 lab (all 
day) 
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The Senate of York University 
 

Synopsis 
 

of the 607th Meeting of Senate held on  
Thursday, October 23, 2014 

 
Remarks 

The Chair, Professor Roxanne Mykitiuk, reflected on an inspiring and joyful round of Autumn 
Convocation ceremonies, and thanked those who attended and supported events.  She expressed 
condolences on the passing of Malcolm Ransom, Secretary of the University from 1973-1998, and 
former Senator and Bethune College Master Griff Cunningham.  Senators were reminded that the 
November 27 meeting will be held in Room A100, Glendon Centre of Excellence. 

In his remarks, President Shoukri shared his profound sadness about the tragic events that had 
occurred on Parliament Hill on October 22, and emphasized the University community’s unshakeable 
resolve to uphold the values of respect, inclusivity and democracy.   Dr Shoukri also commented on 
the following matters: 

• uplifting messages delivered at Convocation by recipients of honorary degrees at Convocation 
• a highly successful visit to India coinciding with the official opening of the Schulich School of 

Business campus in Hyderabad, an event that was attended by local, state and national 
dignitaries and attracted wide, positive media coverage for the University 

• York’s impressive and steady rise in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings 
whereby the University was pegged at 234 of 400 overall and placed in the top 100 for the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 

• ongoing efforts to secure government funding for international graduate students together with 
continuing concerns about the growing share of education costs borne by all students through 
their tuition fees 

Major Reports* 

The Interim University Librarian, Catherine Davidson, provided an overview of York University Library 
initiatives of interest to faculty members and students. 

Senate received a synopses of the Board of Governors meeting of October 6, 2014 conveyed by  
Senators on the Board, Professors Angelo Belcastro and David Leyton-Brown. 

Provost Lenton presented her autumn report on enrolments and complement. 

Senate deferred consideration of the autumn report of the Vice-President Finance and Administration 
on the budget context for academic planning to the November meeting. 

* All of these reports were made available in advance with the Senate agenda package. 

Approvals 

On a recommendation of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee Senate approved 
the transfer of the Division of Continuing Education from the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional 
Studies to the Division of the Vice-President Academic and Provost where it will be housed with the 
York University English Language Institute in a renamed School of Continuing Studies. 

Senate approved recommendations of the Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Committee to approve 
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• a minor change to the Diploma in Asian Studies (Type II) such that the requirement for a 
graduate diploma committee be eliminated 

• changes to the requirements of the MSc program in Physics & Astronomy effective Fall-Winter 
2015-2016 

• changes to the requirements of the PhD program in Physics & Astronomy effective Fall-Winter 
2015-2016 

Senate Committee Annual Reports 

The Tenure and Promotions Committee and Tenure and Promotion Appeals Committee filed their 
annual reports for 2013-2014.  In remarks at the meeting, the Chair of Tenure and Promotions drew 
attention to practices that would enhance and expedite processes, namely by ensuring that referees 
were at arm’s length and obtaining commentaries from collaborators.  It was also imperative that 
adjudicative committees link recommendations to evidence. 

Senate Committee Information Items 

Senate Executive informed Senate of its approval of individuals nominated by student Senators to 
serve on Senate committees.  It also reported on Senate committee priorities for 2014-2015, 
remaining vacancies on Senate Committees and the membership of the Sub-Committee on Equity. 

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy transmitted sessional dates for summer 2015 terms 
and for Fall-Winter 2015-2016.  Adjustments to the summer 2015 class schedule were necessitated 
by a concentration of Pan American games events over a four-day period that argued in favour of a 
full pause of course meetings during that span. It was confirmed that a group is undertaking a 
comprehensive planning exercise and that the University is closely involved in preparations that 
include security measures.  Senate and the community will receive fuller details about planning in the 
months ahead.  

Academic Policy, Planning and Research reported on 

• its priorities for 2014-2015 
• the date, time, location and focus of an open forum following on the release of Academic and 

Administrative Program Review Task Force reports 
• its receipt of a September posting to the Senate listserv on the matter of AAPR 
• the planning cycle for 2014-2015 and beyond 
• an updated list of sub-committee members 

 

For information on these items please refer to the full Senate agenda posted online. 

University Secretariat: http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat or extension -55310. 

 
 

Important Scheduling Note 
 

Senate’s 608th meeting will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 27, 2014 
Room A100, Centre of Excellence, Glendon. 
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